
 
“To you, Sons of  

Confederate Veterans,  

we submit the vindication of 

the Cause for which we 

fought, to your strength will 

be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldier’s good 

name, the guardianship of his 

history, the emulation of his 

virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles he loved and 

which made him glorious and 

which you also cherish. Re-

member it is your duty to see 

that the true history of the 

South is  presented to future  

generations.” 

 
 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee 
General Commander 
United Confederate Veterans 

April 25, 1906 

      1823-1898 
        In 1861 during the War Between the States, William Harrison Martin enlisted in the         
Confederate Army and served in Company K of the 4th Texas Infantry that was assigned to   
Lee’s Army of  Northern Virginia.  Martin gained his      
nickname because of his refusal to salute superior officers. 
Instead, he would politely tip his hat and say “howdy.” 
         According to the Texas Historical Commission, Howdy 
Martin fought in the Eastern theater of  operations in all of 
the fighting. After the signing of the surrender terms   at  
Appomattox, Major Martin and Captain W. T. Hill led the 
remaining members of Hood’s Texas Brigade back to the 
Lone Star State.                                              
        He was born September 2, 1823, in Twiggs County, 
Georgia, to Benjamin  and Charlotte Martin. His early 
schooling was in Alabama where he was later admitted  to 
the Bar. In 1850 he moved to Athens, Texas, and started a 
law practice in Henderson  County. He proudly represented     
Freestone, Limestone, Henderson, and Navarro counties 
from 1853  to 1858 in the Texas Senate. Answering the call 
to defend his beloved South, he raised a company of vol-
unteers that became a part of Hood’s Texas Brigade. In April, 1864, he was promoted from   
captain to major. After the war, Martin was  elected district attorney. He married Martha E.  
Gallimore of Navarro County and the couple  had seven children. He was later elected  to the  
U.S. House of Representatives in 1887 and served in the 50th and 51st Congresses 1887-1891 
before retiring again to his farm near Athens.  
         Howdy Martin was a member of the Hill County Camp of Confederate Veterans when he 
died at his final home in Hill County on February 5, 1898.  A lawyer, a Confederate officer who 
served the entire Civil War and a congressman, at 76 years old Major Howdy Martin was buried 
at the Hillsboro City Cemetery. 

 

                 Read more about Howdy Martin’s life, family and career on our camp website. 
 

  www.mart incamp.org  

William Harrison “Howdy” Martin 
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THE CHARGE TO THE 

 

SONS OF CONFEDERATE 

 

VETERANS 

Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.                    

         General Robert E. Lee 



 

 
                                                                                              
 

 
1. Our June 12, 2017 SCV Camp Meeting was held at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym with Commander Terry Teems 
presiding. 
 
2. Chaplain Jim Abney gave the invocation and blessing for the food.  
 
3.  Quartermaster David Miller led the pledges, salutes to the flags and read the Charge to the SCV. 
 
4.  We had 14 members and quests present.  Everyone enjoyed light refreshments. 
 
5. Cmdr. Teems called meeting to order and introduced our speaker, Adjutant/Treasure Don Bentley who gave a histori-
cal presentation about Confederate women spies. 
 
5. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley read the minutes of our May meeting as well as the financial report. Both approved by 
the membership present.  He also reported that invoices for dues had been mailed by National and that dues must be paid 
before September 1st to avoid a $5.00 late charge.  He also reported that Resolution Certificate was sent to Charles 
Sanders daughter living at College Station, TX. 
 

6. Cmdr. Teems read the application for membership for Mr. Raymond Campbell III.  Membership unanimously 

voted to accept him as a member of our camp.   

Cmdr. Teems also proposed a change in our meeting time from 7:00PM to 6:30PM.  A motion was made and 

seconded for this change and was approved by membership present.  

 

7.  Cmdr. Teems reminded us of following date: 

7/18-23/17 – National Reunion in Memphis, TN at the Cook Convention Center. 

 

8.    Chaplain Jim Abney gave a report on the state convention held in Ft. Worth along with changes in legal      

matters and newly elected officers. He also said plans were 

being made for division meeting and encouraged as many as 

could to attend.  Guardian Program pin received for Mrs. 

Teresa Day. 

 

9. New business discussed: 

Social gathering                                                                 

Motion was made and seconded to purchase 100 CSA flags.  

Motion approved by membership present                  

A motion was made, seconded and approved to give     

Compatriot Justin Horn $100.00 for the Sam Davis Youth 

Camp activities. 

 

10. Cmdr. Teems took the following prayer requests        

Our Nations leaders, first responders and our military     
Our  federal government                                                  
Ron Freeman’s relative, Mrs. Kathy Youngblood           
Wendy Abney 

  
11.   Before adjourning, Chaplain Abney gave the           
benediction and Cmdr. Teems lead all in singing of 
“Dixie”. 
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S p o t l i g h t  o n  O u r  C a m p  

Above: 1st Lt Commander Ron Freeman placed flags to 

honor his family CSA veterans Alexander Bowman and 

Thomas Perry. 
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Adjutant/Treasurer  Don R. Bentley 

  

     I thought you might be interested in knowing exact-
ly how the Confederate monument situation turned out 
at the Lamar County courthouse in Paris, Texas. A 
CBS/DFW reporter filed the following report on what 
happened.  Victory at last…..at least for now.  
  

Push to Move Lamar County Confederate Monument Fails   
By Vanessa Brown 

PARIS, Texas (CBSDFW.COM) – Tempers flared in Paris on 
Friday morning over the possibility of moving a Confederate 
monument that has been in place for more than a century. 
The monument rests on Lamar County Courthouse 
grounds, and it is made up of four Confederate leaders and 
one Confederate soldier. 
      
     Judge Maurice Superville Jr. stated that the monument 
has been causing unnecessary pain. “It does speak to a 
very important piece of our history,” he said, “but I am find-
ing it to be so offensive, and that others find it so offensive, 
that it is damaging the fabric of our community.” 
        
     The monument features the faces of Jefferson Davis, 
Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson and Albert Sidney John-
ston, all topped by a statue of a Confederate soldier. A sign 
underneath the monument reads “Our Heroes.” It has been 
in the same location in Lamar County since 1903. 

 

     Black community leaders feel that the monument is hurtful 
and outdated. Nobody pushed for the monument to be de-
stroyed, but officials have urged that it be relocated. “If you go 
in that courtroom, you’re going to see a pile of white people 
saying that’s their heritage,” said Paris resident Brenda Cher-
ry. “Well, it’s a heritage of hate. Is that what you want to hold 
onto?” 
      
     Several dozen people packed a special meeting to learn 
about the monument’s fate. Most of those people were angry 
about the possibility of the monument being moved. Some of 
them even held signs and flags outside of the building, ada-
mant in stating that history matters. 
     
      “I think it’s a movement across America to take away our 
rights and our history,” Paris resident Shirley Holladay said 
Friday morning. “I don’t like it. I have to stand for something. 
I’m going to stand for our rights, our American rights. What’s 
next, the American flag?” 
     
       As it turns out, the Texas Historical Commission requires 
a permit to move the Confederate monument. The judge took 
a vote on getting that permit on Friday morning, and the result 
was a 2-2 tie. The motion failed. That means, for now, the 
monument will stay. 

 
 

 

                             

Standing up for Dixie, 

    

 

                   

                Don R. Bentley  

                                      Adjutant/Treasurer 
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  Nominated for Senator by the Democrats of Texas. 

     Major William H Martin, nominated by the Democrats of Texas for United States senator, is a native of Georgia, 

having been born in Truiggs (should be Twiggs) County in 1822. While he was still a youth, the family moved to 

Eufala, Alabama. There the subject of this sketch received his education, and having chosen the law for a profession he 

moved to Athens, Texas. In 1853 and again in 1855 he was elect6ed to the state senate from a district embracing the 

counties of Henderson, Van Zandt, Navarro and Freestone. When civil war broke out he enlisted on the Confederate 

side and participated in every battle engaged in by Hood's Brigade and distinguished himself by his personal bravery. 

At the close of the war Maj. Martin returned to his Texas home and set to work to build up again his wasted fortunes. In 

1872 he was elected district attorney of the old Ninth judicial district of Texas. He has always been an active man in the 

politics of his state. He was married to Miss Martha A. Gallamore in 1867. Of the eleven children born to then seven 

are living. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article and Sketch submitted by Advisor Bunny Freeman. 
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Eric in Canton has supplied our  Howdy Camp with flags for            

many years. If you are needing a specialty flag, call him.  

Howdy Martin Camp meetings are on the 

 Second Monday of each month.  

We meet at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym in  Athens on the 

corner of Hwy 175 East and Crestway Drive. Notice of our camp 

meetings may be found listed in the Athens Review Newspaper in 

the Community Calendar section.  

Meetings begin at 6:30pm with refreshments furnished by camp 

members followed by a short historical program. Guests are    

welcome and you may bring your family. 

_________________________________________________ 
 

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH’S ISSUE OF THE 

Major W H Howdy Martin  SCV Camp1241 

HOWDY HERALD NEWSLETTER 

 

It is our goal to share the news of all members of our camp in such 

a way that this newsletter and all that follow will honor and pay 

respect to all past and present family of our great Southern States. 

Members are encouraged to bring to our camp meetings articles for 

submission to this publication. The deadline for entries is the   

Monday following our  regular 2nd Monday camp meeting.                 

T Day, Friend of the Martin Camp SCV 

7751 CR 3713, Athens, TX 75752 

            903-676-8760   

 

Prayer  Requests  
                                                                    
Nations leaders, first responders and our military 
                           
Our  federal government 
 
Ron Freeman’s relative, Mrs. Kathy Youngblood 
 
Wendy Abney 

 Just as a reminder, our  

Second Monday Camp Meeting               

is published in the Athens Daily Review 

in its Community Calendar each day for 

the week prior to our meeting! 
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This Chaplain’s Message is dedicated in memory of Brother Len Patterson for his years of service to his Lord and to the Sons of    
Confederate Veterans. Our Camp #1241 has been honored to receive permission from Ms  Patterson to reprint Brother Len’s         
messages that were written from his heart to share his testimony of salvation through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
                             

                                        A Question!                            7-29-2012 

 
 What we do and how we act is often determined by what we believe. If a man is told that great wealth 

lies hidden beneath his front porch and he believes it, he will tear up his porch looking for it. However, if he 

is unwilling to damage his porch to reach the treasure under it, it's because he really doesn't believe the treas-

ure is there. What we truly believe, and disbelieve, will usually determine our decisions and courses of action. 

Consider the following account in the eleventh chapter of the Gospel according to John. 

 By the time the messengers from Mary and Martha reached Jesus on the east side of the Jordan River, 

and Jesus made His way to their home in Bethany, Lazarus was dead. His decaying body had been anointed, 

wrapped, and sealed in a tomb behind a heavy stone for four days. To Mary, Martha and the many mourners 

there to offer comfort, Jesus had arrived too late. 

 As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was approaching, she ran from the house to meet Him. "Lord, if 

you had been here my brother would not have died." She cried as they met. Jesus responded by telling her, 

"Your brother will rise again." With eyes red and swollen from days of mourning and tears on her checks, 

she looked up at Jesus and sobbed, "I know he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day." Then gazing 

down into Martha's tear stained face, Jesus spoke the most astounding words ever uttered in all human        

history. "Martha, I am the resurrection." 

 "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 

live." A Buddhist priest once scoffed at these words of Jesus by saying, "Anyone could say that." The    

Christian missionary whom he was addressing replied, "Yes, anyone could say it, but could they get anyone  

to believe it." Jesus went to the tomb, ordered the stone removed, and shouted, "Lazarus, come forth!" 

Then, the Scripture tells us, "He that was dead came forth." Jesus said it, then He proved it, and everyone 

there believed it. 

 Very soon, Jesus would also be placed in a tomb. He would be 

arrested, falsely accused, spit on, humiliated, severely beaten, and 

nailed to a rough wooden cross to die as God's sacrificial lamb. He 

suffered an agonizing death to atone for the sins of man, and offer 

eternal salvation to someone as unworthy as me....and you. Then the 

greatest of all events occurred. Early the following Sunday morning, a 

day we call Easter, He arose from the dead leaving the tomb empty. 

Thank you Lord for the empty tomb. He's alive! 

 Speaking to Martha, Jesus said, "Whosoever liveth and    

believeth in me shall never die." Then He asked a question. A   

question that comes storming through the centuries. A question that 

must be answered by every man and woman who has ever lived or 

will live.  

 A question that must be answered by you and me.  

  

 "Do you believe this?" John 11:26 

Bro Len speaks at the Confederate Veteran’s Memorial  Plaza  Dedication          
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Commander — Terry Teems 

1st Lt Commander — Ron Freeman 

2nd Lt Commander—Jim Ogburn, MD  

3rd Lt Commander— Luke Freeman 

Adjutant/Treasurer — Don R. Bentley 

  Chaplain— Jimmy Abney 

Color Sgt — Bryan Sifers 

Sgt at Arms —James Buster Horn 

 Quartermaster — David Miller 

Webmaster— Michael Burton 

Historian— Gaylon Patterson 
Aide de Camp — David Lowry      

Surgeon — Steve Sifers 
 

 

  

 

 

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a genealogical-historical non-profit organization  

dedicated to preserving the history and honoring the memory of  our  Confederate              

ancestors. Opinions expressed by individual writers of the Howdy Herald Newsletter are 

their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the  

Sons of Confederate Veterans Howdy Martin Camp #1241 Athens, TX. 

William Harrison Martin 

 “Old Howdy” 
Bill Martin, Attorney   

State Senator 

Captain Co. K 4th TX Inf, CSA 

Major, 4th Texas, CSA 

District Attorney 

U.S. Congressman, Texas 

Husband, Father, Grandfather 

 Great Grandfather 

     

Above: Howdy’s Grave, Hillsboro 

City Cemetery, Hillsboro, TX.  

Right: Howdy’s Marker is located in 

Athens on Hwy 19 South in the   

Confederate Park.  

Above: Major W. H. Howdy Martin 

Camp Officers 2017   


