
 
“To you, Sons of  

Confederate Veterans,  

we submit the vindication of 

the Cause for which we 

fought, to your strength will 

be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldier’s good 

name, the guardianship of his 

history, the emulation of his 

virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles he loved and 

which made him glorious and 

which you also cherish. Re-

member it is your duty to see 

that the true history of the 

South is  presented to future  

generations.” 

 
 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee 
General Commander 
United Confederate Veterans 

April 25, 1906 

      1823-1898 
      In 1861 during the War Between the States, William Harrison Martin enlisted in the       
Confederate Army and served in Company K of the 4th Texas Infantry that was assigned to 
Lee’s Army of  Northern Virginia.  Martin gained his      
nickname because of his refusal to salute superior officers. 
Instead, he would politely tip his hat and say “howdy.” 
         According to the Texas Historical Commission, Howdy 
Martin fought in the Eastern theater of  operations in all of 
the fighting. After the signing of the surrender terms   at  
Appomattox, Major Martin and Captain W. T. Hill led the 
remaining members of Hood’s Texas Brigade back to the 
Lone Star State.                                             
        He was born September 2, 1823, in Twiggs County, 
Georgia, to Benjamin  and Charlotte Martin. His early 
schooling was in Alabama where he was admitted  to the 
Bar. In 1850 he moved to Athens, Texas, and started a law 
practice in Henderson  County. He represented   Freestone, 
Limestone, Henderson, and Navarro counties from 1853  
to 1858 in the Texas Senate. Answering the call, he raised a 
company of volunteers that became a part of Hood’s Texas 
Brigade. In April, 1864, he was promoted from captain to major. After the war, Martin was 
elected district attorney. He married Martha E. Gallimore  of Navarro County and the couple 
had seven children. He was later elected  to the  U.S. House of Representatives in 1887 and 
served in the 50th and 51st Congresses 1887-1891 before retiring again to his farm near     
Athens.  
         Howdy Martin was a member of the Hill County Camp of Confederate Veterans when he 
died at his final home in Hill County on February 5, 1898.  A lawyer, a Confederate officer who 
served the entire Civil War and a congressman, at 76 years old Major Howdy Martin was     
buried at the Hillsboro City Cemetery. 

 

                 Read more about Howdy Martin’s life, family and career on our camp website. 
 

                                                     www.mart incamp.org  

William Harrison “Howdy” Martin 

Major W.H. “Howdy” Martin Camp #1241  

  SONS  OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS    Athens, Texas  
V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E 5  

M A Y  2 0 1 5  H O W D Y  H E R A L D        

THE CHARGE TO THE 

 

SONS OF CONFEDERATE 

 

VETERANS 

Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         General Robert E. Lee 



 

 

 

 

1.   Our May 11th SCV Howdy Martin Camp Meeting was held at  

the Calvary Baptist Church Gym with  Commander Jimmy  

Abney presiding. After recognizing our guests, Chaplain Jim 

Day was asked to give the blessing for our dinner. 

 

2. Compatriot David Lowry led the pledges to the flags and  the 

reading of The Charge. We had 22 guests and members  present. 

 

3. Cmdr Abney introduced our guest speaker, our State Historian 

of Texas Bill O’Neal.  

 

4. Chaplain Jim Day read the minutes from the April meeting 

which were approved with one correction concerning  Bunny 

Freeman’s research from Find A Grave and not Fold 3 as     

reported.  Our camp has a very sound financial  report.  

  

5. Cmdr Abney presented a certificate to our new camp member, 

Don Bentley.  He also has three other certificates prepared for  

three other new members . 

 

6.   Cmdr Abney asked two ladies to come forward. Bunny Freeman and Teresa Day were presented a “Ladies 

Appreciation Award.” Cmdr Abney read the very nice, framed Certificates that were signed by the Commander

-In-Chief Charles Barrow of the General SCV Headquarters, Columbia, Tennessee. Both ladies expressed 

their appreciation for the medals and certificates given for their loyal 

support and service to the Howdy Martin Camp. 

 

7. Cmdr Abney next invited Joe Reynolds of the Upshur County    

Patriots Camp #2109 and 2nd Lt Cmdr Ron Freeman to step forward.  

Reynolds purposely attended our meeting to present Freeman with a 

Purple Heart for his ancestor’s CSA service. In this very honorable  

ceremony, Reynolds officially pinned it on Freeman’s camp vest. 

Reynolds told the camp that his SCV Upshur County Camp has taken 

on as a camp fundraiser the duties of awarding this special recognition 

to deserving Compatriots.  You may contact Reynolds or Freeman  for 

more information. 

 

8.    An application for membership by Jim McCormack  was         

submitted .  He brought to the meeting a completed form and it will be        

verified and a vote of approval will probably be ready at our June  

meeting. 

 

9.   Chaplain Jim Day asked to speak concerning a much needed clean-

up at the Arms Cemetery. He shared that he had been to Arms and it 

appears that it has not been mowed this spring. Several volunteered to 

help and Day agreed to call them when the weather permitted. 
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 Spotl ight  on Our Camp  

Cmdr Abney and State Historian Bill O’Neal  

Cmdr Abney presents certificates and     

medals to T Day and B Freeman. 



 . 

10. Cmdr Abney thanked those who participated in the Cottonwood Cemetery Dedication on May 2nd. He said 

those families present were very appreciative of the Howdy Martin Camp’s part of the program.  

 

11.  Chaplain Day thanked everyone who met at the Athens City Cemetery on April 25th to place flags and camp 

flag pipes on CSA graves in honor of Confederate Memorial Day which is April 26th. .  Five teams took a map 

and list of names of veterans in each section. We were able to locate about 45 graves in about an hour and a 

half.  Last year it took us over 4 hours.  

 

12.  We also discussed delegates attending the State Reun-

ion in Temple. Official registration forms will be         

prepared and sent asap. Those who would like to go 

were Ryan Tarrant, Jimmy Abney, Ron Freeman, 

David Lowry, Joey Ables, Jim Day and Jim Ogburn.  

The cost of registration was discussed as well as  hotel 

reservations. Camp members who can attend Nationals 

July 15-19 in Richmond, VA are still needed.  

 

13. Prayer requests were asked for Pete Edison who is 

recovering from gall bladder surgery. Also several   

members have parents who need our prayers including 

Ron and Bunny Freeman’s mothers and Ray 

Brown’s parents. Jim Day for his new protocol in 

Houston and Dr Jim Ogburn. 

 

14. Chaplain Jim Day led the benediction and everyone 

sang Dixie. 

 
 

Left and Below: Camp 

Members and Guests enjoy 

a wonderful pot luck dinner. 
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Right: L Freeman, Cmdr Jimmy Abney, R 

Brown, J Day, R Freeman, and Dr Ogburn.  
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Bil l  O’Neal  

State  Historian of  Texas  
           Howdy Martin Camp members were 

pleased to meet Mr. Bill O’Neal, retired pro-

fessor at the Panola Community College in 

Carthage Tx, and the author of 40+ books. In 

2012 he was appointed by Governor Perry to 

the position of  State Historian of Texas which 

he currently holds.   

         As Mr. O’Neal discussed with us pre-

1860 politics, slavery in Texas, Texan soldiers 

and officers, he shared some of his collection 

of maps, charts, pictures, and weapons. He 

recalled that Tyler’s Camp Ford was a recruit-

ing camp before it was used as a POW camp. 

Tyler was also famous for making pistols using 

brass because of lack of heavy metal.  

         We all enjoyed hearing about Sam 

Houston’s service in Texas before his death in 

1863.  Because “Texas was the only Southern 

state with an exposed frontier” forts were built 

to house federal troops. After the War started 

these forts were closed.      O’Neal shared his picture of  Houston’s first Governor’s mansion. 

Above: O’Neal shared the breakdown of the population in Texas. 

Left:  Seen on display, O’Neal’s partial collection of weapons, maps, 

and even his ancestor’s straight razor.  

 

Visit Bill O’Neal’s Blog………..  

                Lone Star Historian 2 
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May—2015 

Martin  Camp Activ i t ies  

Howdy Martin Camp Aide de Camp  

JESSE GILES 
   represented his camp at the  

 

      Jefferson Civil War Days  

 
Jan Giles and  he enjoyed the parade 

and other activities during the weekend 

of May 2nd.  He is seen here after a 

battle in the streets. Jesse reported that 

he especially enjoys this trip each year.  

 

 

Shown in the center wearing his “blue” 

uniform, is our own Jesse Giles.  

       

  Our new Howdy Martin Camp Member  

 

          Don Rogers Bentley 

         
      Receives his Membership Certificate and 

lapel pen 

 

        from Commander Jimmy Abney.  

 

    Compatriot Bentley is also shown receiving 

 

      another Certificate and a SCV Decal 

 

         in Honor of his CSA Ancestor 

 

   PVT  James H. Rogers 
   Co D 7th Mississippi Infantry 

 



Cottonwood 
Cemetery 

Dedicat ion   
May 2nd  
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  May—2015 SCV Camp Activ i t ies  

Above:  J Ables, B Sifers, D Dyer and T Teems 

Above  Right: Cmdr J Abney, D Dyer, B Sifers,  

J Ables, J Ogburn 

Right: Cmdr Jimmy Abney addresses the crowd. 



Greetings, 
                The number of camp events for April surely has set a  

record for our Howdy Martin Camp. There were places to go and 

things to do each and every week!  Not all members could attend 

each one, but our camp was represented at local events and others 

across the state. I want to tell you how proud I am to serve as your 

commander. Our camp is strong because we all are dedicated to 

serve in answer to The Charge.   

               If you were unable to attend our May meeting, you truly 

missed hearing an extra special guest speaker,  Mr. Bill O’Neal, 

who serves as our State Historian of Texas. He began by remind-

ing us that yesterday, May10th, was Stonewall Jackson’s birthday and he never slowed down.   

              Everyone should have received their Confederate Veteran Magazine by now, but I want to 

make sure you look for the Howdy Martin Camp picture on page 41. Yes, it was made two years ago at 

the swearing-in-ceremony officiated by TX Division 8th Brigade Commander Marc Robinson. We are 

in uniform while taking the oath of office. Many more have been submitted so look for us in each issue. 

              Also, please mark the date May 30th. In Shreveport, LA the 2015 Confederate Heritage Rally 

Sesquicentennial Event is scheduled to began at 1:00 and let’s make every effort to go.  More detailed 

information can be found at the website www.Confederate150.com/2015. 

                                        Likewise please consider attending the Texas SCV Reunion in Temple on June 5-7.  Each 

camp needs to be there to take care of our State SCV business and we have proudly earned 5 or maybe 

even 6 votes. Some have made hotel reservations for Friday night only at the Hilton Hotel which is 

hosting the Reunion. For two people per room each would pay about $50.         Also, it isn’t too early to 

make plans for the 120th National Reunion of the SCV in Richmond, Virginia. Those dates are         

July 14-19 and more information can be found in your May/June Confederate Magazine or contact me.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                      Your Commander, 

  

                                                    Jimmy Abney  

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                “Keep the Flag Flying!” 

 From the Commander 
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“Howdy’s Flag” is framed 

and is proudly displayed at the 

Henderson County  

Historical  Museum located at  

217 North Prairieville Street 

in Athens. In 2014 members vot-

ed their approval to   

special order a   reproduction of 

the flag for use at various  

Howdy Martin Camp events. 

     Co mma nder  J immy  Abney  



 

Howdy Martin Camp meetings are on the 

 Second Monday of each month.  

We meet at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym in  Athens on the corner of Hwy 175 

East and Crestway Drive. Notice of our camp meetings  may be found listed in the 

Athens Review Newspaper in the Community Calendar section.  

Meetings begin at 6:30pm with a pot luck  dinner furnished by members followed by a 

short historical program. Guests are welcome and you may bring your family. 

 

 
WELCOME TO THIS MONTH’S ISSUE OF THE 

HOWDY MARTIN CAMP #1241 

HOWDY HERALD NEWSLETTER 

        It is our goal to share the news of all members of our camp in such a  way that this 

newsletter and all that follow will honor and pay respect to all past and present family 

of our great Southern States. Members are encouraged to bring to our camp meetings 

articles for submission to this publication. The deadline for entries is the Monday fol-

lowing our  regular 2nd Monday camp meeting.              

                                   Jim Day, Editor 

                                                                              7751 CR 3713, Athens TX  75752 

                                                                                       903-681-5313 
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Prayer  Requests  
 

Health i ssues:  

 

 * Pete Edison  recovering 

*   Mothers of Camp Members 

 *  Jim Day  in Houston 

*   Dr. Jim Ogburn 

 * Cmdr Abney—Christians in the USA               

for standing up for God & what is right! 

  * All upcoming camp activities  

     State Reunion Temple June 5-7 

     Nationals Richmond,VA July 15-19 

 

 Camp Adjutant/Treasurer J im Ogburn,  MD  

A big Howdy Welcome to everyone! 
 

                  Although I was not able to attend our May camp meeting, I have 

been in touch with various members.  Like always it was reported to be 

a wonderful time of sharing, learning something new and a great time of     

fellowship.  In addition, I am thrilled as always to hear of a visitor bring-

ing to the meeting his completed paperwork for membership.  

            It was truly an honor to participate in the May 2nd Cottonwood 

Cemetery Dedication.  Like all of the other dedications our camp has 

joined, it is such a blessing to stand in front of these families and pay  

tribute to our Confederate Veterans at their final resting place. If you 

have not experienced a dedication, I encourage you to attend even if you 

do not own a uniform. Many members have extra clothing, so please do 

not hesitate to ask if you want to borrow something. Your presence is 

needed both to honor the families, and to also support our camp.  

             Other important opportunities of service are quickly approaching 

and I am talking about both the State SCV Reunion in Temple in June, 

and the SCV Nationals in Virginia in July. Mark your calendar and 

make every effort to proudly serve when asked. 

           I hope to see you down the road! 

             

                                                                                                                                             Jim Ogburn, MD 

 

                                                                                                                                               Deo Vindice! 

Jim Ogburn, MD 
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This Chaplain’s Message is dedicated in memory of Brother Len Patterson for his years of service to his Lord and to the Sons of   
Confederate Veterans. Our Camp #1241 has been honored to receive permission from Ms  Patterson to reprint Brother Len’s         
messages that were written from his heart to share his testimony of salvation through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

                 Where We Stand!                                       5-20-2012 

 

           If we are serious about recruiting, perhaps we should consider the actions, methods, and 

thoughts of one of the greatest recruiters of all time. We may not think of the Apostle Paul as a 

recruiter, but that is basically what he was doing. Of course he had some difficulties and a lot 

of rejection, but he was also very successful. 

         What made Paul so successful? In Romans chapter one, verse sixteen, Paul writes, "For 

I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ." Paul was a Jew when he was with the Jews, a 

Roman when he was with Romans, and a Christian when he was in church. Paul was a Chris-

tian at all times and believed everyone else should be a Christian also. And he didn't mind say-

ing so. In speaking to King Agrippa in Acts 26: 29, Paul says, "I would to God, that not only 

thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am." 
          I can't imagine anyone not being proud of what they choose to be. I can't imagine any-

one not wanting to tell all who will listen, "I am a proud member of the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans. I am the proud descendant of a brave Confederate Soldier who deserves to be re-

membered with honor. I am proud of Generals Lee, Jackson, Forest, and all who fought for 

our just Southern Cause. This is where I stand, and I'm proud of it, and you should be 

“altogether such as I am.” 

          Paul wrote, "So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the Gospel to you that 

are in Rome also." (Rom. 1:15) Those who opposed Paul's message could ridicule him, and 

they did. They could beat him, and they did. They could imprison him, and they did. They 

could stone him, and they did. They could cut his head off, and they did. But Paul knew where 

he stood, and he wasn't going to compromise what he believed in. And, neither should we. 

The more we compromise our message as the Sons of Confederate Veterans, the more we 

compromise the honor due our Confederate forefathers. The 

more we give to those who      oppose our Cause, the more we 

give of our Southern heritage. The more respect we show to 

the enemies of truth, the more respect we lose. 

          If we are to serve the Charge. If we are to recruit and  

retain. If we are to preserve our heritage. If we are to be      

successful in the mission handed down to us by our            

Confederate forefathers. 

           We must draw a line in the sand, and like the Apostle 

Paul, proclaim who we are and where we stand. 

Bro Len speaks at the Confederate Veteran’s Memorial  Plaza  Dedication          

in Palestine on April 13, 2013 
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Camp Off icers  2015  
 Commander — Jimmy Abney 

1st Lt Commander — Joey Ables 

2nd Lt Commander—Ron Freeman   

3rd Lt Commander— Terence Tisdale 

Adjutant/Treasurer — Jim Ogburn, MD 

  Chaplain— Jim Day 

Color Sgt — Terry Teems 

Sgt at Arms —Gaylon Patterson 

 Quartermaster — Dale Sifford 

Webmaster— Michael Burton 

Historian— Luke Freeman 
                             Aide de Camp —  Jesse Giles 

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a genealogical-historical non-profit organization  

dedicated to preserving the history and honoring the memory of  our  Confederate              

ancestors. Opinions expressed by individual writers of the Howdy Herald Newsletter are 

their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the  

Sons of Confederate Veterans Howdy Martin Camp #1241 Athens, TX. 

We reserve the right to edit all submissions due to limited space for such material that   

honors and supports The Charge given to us in the year 1906 that may be found herein.  

This Newsletter is compiled and submitted to our Webmaster as nearly the same date as 

possible immediately following our Camp’s monthly meeting.  

William Harrison Martin 

       “Old Howdy” 

Bill Martin, Attorney   

State Senator 

Captain Co. K 4th TX Inf, CSA 

Major, 4th Texas, CSA 

District Attorney 

U.S. Congressman, Texas 

Husband, Father, Grandfather 

 Great Grandfather 

Above: Howdy’s Grave, Hillsboro City          

Cemetery, Hillsboro, TX.  

   Above: Major W. H. Howdy Martin 


