
 
“To you, Sons of  

Confederate Veterans,  

we submit the vindication of 

the Cause for which we 

fought, to your strength will 

be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldier’s good 

name, the guardianship of his 

history, the emulation of his 

virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles he loved and 

which made him glorious and 

which you also cherish. Re-

member it is your duty to see 

that the true history of the 

South is  presented to future  

generations.” 

 
 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee 
General Commander 
United Confederate Veterans 

April 25, 1906 

      1823-1898 
      In 1861 during the War Between the States, William Harrison Martin enlisted in the       
Confederate Army and served in Company K of the 4th Texas Infantry that was assigned to 
Lee’s Army of  Northern Virginia.  Martin gained his      
nickname because of his refusal to salute superior officers. 
Instead, he would politely tip his hat and say “howdy.” 
         According to the Texas Historical Commission, Howdy 
Martin fought in the Eastern theater of  operations in all of 
the fighting. After the signing of the surrender terms   at  
Appomattox, Major Martin and Captain W. T. Hill led the 
remaining members of Hood’s Texas Brigade back to the 
Lone Star State.                                              
        He was born September 2, 1823, in Twiggs County, 
Georgia, to Benjamin  and Charlotte Martin. His early 
schooling was in Alabama where he was admitted  to the 
Bar. In 1850 he moved to Athens, Texas, and started a law 
practice in Henderson  County. He represented   Freestone, 
Limestone, Henderson, and Navarro counties from 1853  
to 1858 in the Texas Senate. Answering the call, he raised a 
company of volunteers that became a part of Hood’s Texas 
Brigade. In April, 1864, he was promoted from captain to major. After the war, Martin was 
elected district attorney. He married Martha E. Gallimore  of Navarro County and the couple 
had seven children. He was later elected  to the  U.S. House of Representatives in 1887 and 
served in the 50th and 51st Congresses 1887-1891 before retiring again to his farm near     
Athens.  
         Howdy Martin was a member of the Hill County Camp of Confederate Veterans when he 
died at his final home in Hill County on February 5, 1898.  A lawyer, a Confederate officer who 
served the entire Civil War and a congressman, at 76 years old Major Howdy Martin was     
buried at the Hillsboro City Cemetery. 

 

                 Read more about Howdy Martin’s life, family and career on our camp website. 
 

  www.mart incamp.org  

William Harrison “Howdy” Martin 

Major W.H. “Howdy” Martin Camp #1241  

  SONS  OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS    Athens, Texas  
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THE CHARGE TO THE 

 

SONS OF CONFEDERATE 

 

VETERANS 

Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.                    

         General Robert E. Lee 



1. Our October SCV Camp Meeting was held at the Calvary Baptist 

Church Gym with Commander Jimmy Abney  presiding. 

 

2. Following Cmdr Abney’s welcome and introduction of guests,  Com-

patriot Bob Lynch offered the blessing for our meal. This month’s 

menu featured baked potatoes with two tables of toppings and des-

serts.  We had 20 guests and members present.  

 

3.    Aide de Camp and Historian Jesse Giles led the pledges and salutes 

to the flags and reading of the Charge to the SCV.  

 

4. 1st Lt Joey Ables announced that due to severe thunderstorm being 

forecast in our area, our historical program speaker was unable to at-

tend. However, we had a lengthy agenda to discuss upcoming camp 

events so Cmdr Jimmy Abney called our business meeting to order. 

 

5.   Adjutant/Treasurer Jim Ogburn read the minutes from September and gave the camp a sound financial report. 

      He thanked members who paid their dues and encouraged everyone to help him contact those who have  not. It       

appears he does not have current phone numbers or email addresses of everyone on our roster and would    

appreciate helping him contact those absent.                                        

 

6.   Cmdr Abney reminded us of the Arms Cemetery Dedication on October 11 at 10:00am.. He read a work               

sheet  that listed items that members need to be responsible for bringing.   He also asked for volunteers to 

meet at Arms this Saturday, Oct 4th to help with clean up one more time before the dedication.  We need to be 

at Arms by 8:30 on Oct 11th to help unload his truck, set up chairs and podiums, flag holders, etc. 

 

7. It was suggested that our camp and visiting camps meet for lunch at the Calvary Baptist. Lunch menu will be 

hot dogs, drinks and snacks. Members agreed that we pay Calvary for using the building at lunch. 

 

8. Members also discussed the Trinidad City Cemetery Dedication that is scheduled for this same day at         

4:00pm. Unlike the Arms Dedication, our Camp will be on the program that is hosted by the Trinidad Ceme-

tery Association in conjunction with the Henderson County Historical Commission. Another list was prepared 

for items that members need to bring.  

 

9.    8th Brigade Commander Marc Robinson shared a new idea he had seen at another dedication. After ladies 

took turns laying a rose on the veteran’s grave, the men lined up carrying their canteens Each man approached 

the grave, took a drink from his canteen, kneeled and poured a small amount on the grave, stood and saluted. 

Camp members voiced approval of doing this at the Arms Dedication. 

  

10.  Cmdr Abney asked all members to think about nominations for officers to serve next year. Nominations will  

be made at our next regular meeting on November 6th. Voting will be held at the December meeting. 
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Spotlight on Our Camp 

Cmdr Abney presents Compatriot Bob 

Lynch with a “We will miss You” treat! 



12. In New Business, 1st Lt Cmdr Joey Ables proposed our Camp donate to the Mabank High School Band 

$100. In return our Camp will have a banner displayed on the fence at games and have an ad in the program. 

 

13. Cmdr Abney reminded us of another important opportunity for camp participation. The John H Reagan 

Camp 2156 in Palestine will be in the Hot Pepper Festival Parade. Marc Robinson said they would have a 

float only, no mounts, and to meet at 9:00am at the northeast side of the Courthouse. 

 

14. November 8th is the Veterans’ Day Parade in Lufkin. This participation is encouraged by all as it has been 

voted on as the Maximum Effort Event for the 8th Brigade for this year. Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

 

15. Marc Robinson also shared with us that Palestine’s Reagan Camp will honor their namesake on his birthday         

Saturday morning, October 4th. Their annual ceremony includes a colorguard and short program at the   

John H. Reagan statue in Palestine. 

 

16. Cmdr Abney announced that December 6th is the Athens Christmas Parade. He highly encouraged everyone 

to help decorate our float and make a significant effort to have a large number participate. Chaplain Jim Day 

will get the entry packet and share those instructions. Marc Robinson added that Gary Shamburger heads 

the East Texas Mounted Brigade and if invited they might be able to be in the parade with us.  Commander 

Abney said he will check on this further. 

 

17. Adjutant Jim Ogburn shared that he has completed a new member application for Aaron Freeman.    

Members present voted in favor of him becoming our 51st member and received a loud round of applause. 

 

18. Camp members were delighted to be introduced to our new member’s wife, Mrs. Tina Seifers. She is the 

daughter of Rev Joe Hall who we all enjoyed meeting at the recent Lightfoot-Miller Dedication. 

 

19. Cmdr Abney called for names for our camp Prayer List and several requests were added as well as praise for 

answered prayers. 

 

 20.Before adjourning, Cmdr Abney asked Compatriot Bob Lynch to step forward. With mixed emotions the    

camp learned that Bob and his wife Margie will soon be moving. He was presented with a “We will miss 

you Treat” and then he closed the meeting with a prayer and everyone sang “Dixie.” 
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Happy Birthday to  you from the Howdy Martin  Camp 1241….  

 

   October   2 Terry Teems  

    8 Richard Haynie 

    9      James Mullenax 

          13 Russell Cammarn  

           23 Jesse Giles 
            



 

 

   From the Commander 
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Greetings,  

 This will be a very busy month for our camp. 

I hope we have your help with the events that have 

been planned. The Arms Cemetery Dedication is on       

October 11th. We need a lot of help with the set up 

and the program for that day. We also have a Texas 

State Historical Marker Dedication at the Trinidad 

City Cemetery at 4 pm that same day. Then on     

October 25th, we have been invited to be in the 

Hot Pepper Festival  Parade in Palestine at 9:00 am 

at the Anderson County Courthouse.  Moving to 

November, the 8th is the Veterans’ Day Parade in 

Lufkin.  Support for this parade was voted to be the 

Maximum Effort for the Texas 8th Brigade this year.                                                                                          

                                                                                                                 

 We will nominate officers at our November 

meeting. If you would like to serve as an officer next year, 

please let us know.  Mark your calendar and please attend 

our next camp meeting so that you will have a voice in 

our camp.  (Voting  for officers will be at our December 

meeting.)   We will make our plans for the December 6th 

Christmas parade in Athens at our November meeting. 

Your input is needed with our camp float. The theme of 

this year’s   parade is “Christmas Around the Square.”  

Jim Day will share with us the parade packet that he 

picked up at City Hall. We will also make plans for our 

camp Christmas party. So once again, don’t forget our 

next meeting     November 6th.               

 We now have 51 members, one cadet and a 

friend of the SCV in our camp!  We are growing and it is 

a good thing to see the interest in SCV in Athens and   

Henderson County.  

 

             Your Commander,   

   Jimmy Abney 

                       KEEP THE FLAG FLYING!  

Jimmy Abney 

“Howdy’s Flag” is framed 

and is proudly displayed at the 

Henderson County Historical  

Museum located at  

217 North Prairieville Street in  

Athens. At the August Camp 

meeting, members voted their 

approval to   special order a re-

production of the flag 

 for use at various  

Howdy Martin Camp events. 
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October  Howdy Mar t in  Ca mp Meet i ng  

Above: Adjutant Jim Ogburn and 1st Lt Cmdr Joey Ables discuss plans 

for October Camp Events. 

Right: Compatriot Bob Lynch and wife Margie are a very special couple! 

Above: 1st Lt Cmdr Joey Ables congratulates Mrs. Tina 

Seifers as she holds the beautiful patch designed and  

donated by Adjutant Jim Ogburn.  

Compatriot Steve Seifers and Texas 8th Bridage Com-

mander Marc Robinson visit during our camp meeting. 
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Prayer  Requests  

 

 Jim Day, Mike Mitchell 

 Ron Freeman’s Mother is 80 and taking 

chemo treatments 

 Bob Lynch’s daughter having surgery 

Lynch’s friend Miller 17 month baby 

having serious surgery/stroke 

 Guy Smith (Day’s friend cancer) 

 Arms Cemetery Dedication Oct 11th 

Cmdr Abney—Christians in the USA 

for standing up for God & what is right! 

Camp Adjutant/Treasurer J im Ogburn,  MD  

A big Howdy Welcome to everyone! 
 

 Not one but two unexpected things tried very hard to spoil our 

October Camp Meeting! First the weather was predicted to be even worse 

than it actually was in our area and secondly that caused our scheduled speaker 

to not be able to drive to Athens. However, our group came together as always 

to enjoy a wonderful meal and stayed on task to make plans for a very busy    

October that has numerous events on the calendar. 

 We proudly gave approval for our 51st member!  Joining with the 

SCV is Mr. Aaron Freeman. His father and brother are also members of our 

Camp. Our roster now boasts 51 members, 1 cadet and 1 friend of the SCV. 

 Everyone has planned and worked so very hard to make the Arms 

Cemetery Dedication an honorable ceremony for Compatriot Dale Sifford and 

his family. Attention to dozens of details will no doubt make us all very proud. 

The same can be said for the Trinidad City Cemetery Historical Marker Dedi-

cation on the same day. Our part in both ceremonies will be seen by many    

citizens in attendance from different parts of our county and state.  Numerous 

contacts will be made and the potential for recruiting new members is obvious. 

With that being said, let us not forget to pause and remember our Confederate 

Veterans who rest in these two cemeteries. They are the reason we proudly 

post the colors in honor of their service. May we all gain new respect and  

commitment to the Charge given to the Sons of the Confederate Veterans. 

       Jim Ogburn, MD 
      Deo Vindice! 

Jim Ogburn, MD 

                Our Camp 1241 Flag is proudly displayed at all camp meetings!  
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    Upcoming Events... 

   October 11      Arms Cemetery 10:00 am 

    November 1-2     Ft Richardson, Jacksboro 

    November 6        Camp Meeting 

    November 21-23 Liendo Plantation,  

            Hempstead 

    December 5-7     Ft Concho, San Angelo 

Howdy Martin Camp meetings are 

on the First Thursday of each month.  

We meet at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym 

in  Athens on the corner of Hwy 175 East 

and Crestway Drive. Notice of our camp 

meetings  may be found listed in the Athens 

Daily     Review Newspaper in their Com-

munity    Calendar section.  

Meetings begin at 6:30pm with a pot luck  

dinner furnished by members followed by a 

short historical program.  

Guests are welcome and you may bring your 

family. 

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH’S ISSUE OF THE 

HOWDY MARTIN CAMP #1241 

HOWDY HERALD NEWSLETTER 

It is our goal to share the news of all members of our camp in such a 

way that this newsletter and all that follow will honor and pay re-

spect to all past and present family of our great Southern States. 

Members are encouraged to bring to our camp meetings articles for 

submission to this publication. The deadline for entries  is  the Mon-

day following our regular Thursday camp meeting.            

  

                                   Jim Day, Editor 

        7751 CR 3713, Athens TX  75752 

        IBSandHill@aol.com 

        903-681-5313 

 

1st Lt Commander Joseph 

Howdy to all Camp Compatriots, 

 Our October camp meeting was a very busy one and especially full of 

excitement of things to come. It is always wonderful to meet with our camp 

members who are ready to volunteer and do their part to help promote our  

answer to the SCV Charge. One note here to our Camp Ladies, our dinner 

menu was extra nice. There were plenty of toppings for the baked potatoes and 

the desserts were tasty as always. No one left hungry. 

 Thanks to each one who worked with us at the Arms Cemetery last 

Saturday. We cut and stacked limbs, used the weed eater and mowed. It looks 

very nice and is ready for the dedication ceremony. I also looked forward to 

being with you at the Trinidad City Cemetery Historical Marker Dedication on 

this same day. If you have questions, please give me a call. 

 Due to the inclement weather last Thursday, our scheduled program 

had to be postponed. The rain  was needed but the thunderstorm and high 

winds were very threatening.   I am very pleased to let you know that Mr. Kyle 

Sims has rescheduled to present to us at the November 6th meeting. He will 

speak to us about “Recruitment and Retention.”  Mr. Sims is an engaging 

speaker and loves to share his many experiences from years of service in the 

SCV. 

     Joey Ables 

     Deo Vindice!  
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This Chaplain’s Message is dedicated in memory of Brother Len Patterson for his years of service to his Lord and to the Sons of   
Confederate Veterans. Our Camp #1241 has been honored to receive permission from Ms  Patterson to reprint Brother Len’s         
messages that were written from his heart to share his testimony of salvation through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

                                                  Stonewall's Last Command                             10-16-2011 

 
 Brothers and fellow Compatriots, we are all aware of the sad event at Chancellorsville during the spring of 1863. One 
of the greatest heroes of the Confederacy, General T. J. "Stonewall" Jackson was severely wounded, and after having his left arm 
amputated, would later die. As he was being carried from the field, General Pender saw Jackson, and after expressing concern 
for his wounds, said his men were in such confusion that he feared he would not be able to stop the enemy. General Jackson, in 
a weak but determined voice instantly replied, "General Pender, you must keep your men together, and hold your ground."   

This was Stonewall's last command. (Ref. The Great Revival in the Southern Armies pg. 291)  
 Today, we are also at war. But, it is not a war we started or wanted any more than our Confederate forefathers did. 
They fought because they were being attacked, just as we must fight because we are being attacked. And, just like the Yankees 
150 years ago, those who attack us will not be satisfied until our Southern heritage and the memory and honor of our fine Con-

federate history is totally destroyed. We cannot afford complacency. Our just and worthy Cause is under attack by unrighteous 
foes. We are being oppressed and ridiculed by those who fear us and resent our proud Southern heritage. We are being op-
posed by forces of darkness who will stop at nothing to stamp out the memory and honor due our brave Confederate ances-
tors. 
 There are those who would deliberately and maliciously take from us what is rightfully ours. They would steal away our 
fine Southern heritage. They would loot and pillage the pride we have in our Confederate ancestors. They would empty us of 
our history and leave us with a legacy of shame and in a condition of disgrace. They are in fact assaulting our land and all we 
hold dear. 
 Being Southerners and more particularly descendants of the Confederacy is our birthright, and something to be mili-
tantly proud of. We must draw a line in the sand and stand defiantly in defense of our proud Confederate history and those who 
lived it, and passed it on to us. But, unfortunately, many Southerners, Like Esau in Genesis 25: 27-34, are willing to trade their 
birthright for a bowl of pottage. They seem more concerned with the comforts, pleasures, and tasks of today. They seem to say, 
as Esau did in verse 32, "What profit shall this birthright do to me?" They are being robbed of their past and don't seem to 
care. 
 Ours is a history of respect, dignity, and concern for our fellow human beings, and I believe the Lord is on our side. 
The Scripture says, in Isaiah 41: 11,  
 "Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and 
confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish." 
Then in the next two verses, "They that war against thee shall be as nothing, and a 
thing of naught. For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, 
Fear not; I will help thee." 
 As members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, we need to unite as   

Confederate Brothers and resolve to place our faith and trust in Almighty God and 
seek His guidance. We must also follow our elected SCV leaders, as our forefathers 

followed Generals Lee and Jackson. In so doing, we will defeat those who seek our 
destruction, accomplish the task set before us, and fulfill the mission with which we 
are charged. 
 I'm sure General Pender heeded Jackson's words and Chancellorsville was a 
Confederate victory. Let us do the same today. Let us be mindful of Stonewall's last 
command. Let us, as the historic Sons of Confederate Veterans, pull together and 
hold our ground.  

Bro Len speaks at the Confederate Veteran’s Memorial  Plaza  Dedication          

in Palestine on April 13, 2013 
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Camp Officers 2014 
 Commander — Jimmy Abney 

1st Lt Commander — Joey Ables 

2nd Lt Commander— Colby Albright 

3rd Lt Commander— David Lowry 

Adjutant/Treasurer — Jim Ogburn, MD 

  Chaplain— Jim Day 

Sgt at Arms/ Color Sgt — Terry Teems 

 Quartermaster — Phil Albright 

Webmaster— Michael Burton 

Aide de Camp/Historian— Jesse Giles 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a genealogical-historical non-profit organization  

dedicated to preserving the history and honoring the memory of  our  Confederate              

ancestors. Opinions expressed by individual writers of the Howdy Herald Newsletter are 

their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the  

Sons of Confederate Veterans Howdy Martin Camp #1241 Athens, TX. 

We reserve the right to edit all submissions due to limited space for such material that   

honors and supports The Charge given to us in the year 1906 that may be found herein.  

This Newsletter is compiled and submitted to our Webmaster as nearly the same date as 

possible immediately following our Camp’s monthly meeting.  

William Harrison Martin 

       “Old Howdy” 

Bill Martin, Attorney   

State Senator 

Captain Co. K 4th TX Inf, CSA 

Major, 4th Texas, CSA 

District Attorney 

U.S. Congressman, Texas 

Husband, Father, Grandfather 

 Great Grandfather 

     

Above: Howdy’s Grave, Hillsboro 

City Cemetery, Hillsboro, TX.  

 

Right: Howdy’s Marker is located in 

Athens on Hwy 19 South in the   

Confederate Park.  

Left: Major W. H. Howdy Martin 


