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William Harrison “Howdy” Martin
1823-1898

THE CHARGE TO THE
SONS OF CONFEDERATE
VETERANS

“To you, Sons of
Confederate Veterans,
we submit the vindication of
the Cause for which we
fought, to your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate soldier’s good
name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his
virtues, the perpetuation of
those principles he loved and
which made him glorious and
which you also cherish. Remember it is your duty to see
that the true history of the
South is presented to future
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee
General Commander
United Confederate Veterans

April 25, 1906

In 1861 during the War Between the States, William Harrison Martin enlisted in the
Confederate Army and served in Company K of the 4th Texas Infantry that was assigned to
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Martin gained his
nickname because of his refusal to salute superior officers.
Instead, he would politely tip his hat and say “howdy.”
According to the Texas Historical Commission, Howdy
Martin fought in the Eastern theater of operations in all of
the fighting. After the signing of the surrender terms at
Appomattox, Major Martin and Captain W. T. Hill led the
remaining members of Hood’s Texas Brigade back to the
Lone Star State.
He was born September 2, 1823, in Twiggs County,
Georgia, to Benjamin and Charlotte Martin. His early
schooling was in Alabama where he was admitted to the
Bar. In 1850 he moved to Athens, Texas, and started a law
practice in Henderson County. He represented Freestone,
Limestone, Henderson, and Navarro counties from 1853
to 1858 in the Texas Senate. Answering the call, he raised a
company of volunteers that became a part of Hood’s Texas
Brigade. In April, 1864, he was promoted from captain to major. After the war, Martin was
elected district attorney. He married Martha E. Gallimore of Navarro County and the couple
had seven children. He was later elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1887 and
served in the 50th and 51st Congresses 1887-1891 before retiring again to his farm near
Athens.
Howdy Martin was a member of the Hill County Camp of Confederate Veterans when he
died at his final home in Hill County on February 5, 1898. A lawyer, a Confederate officer who
served the entire Civil War and a congressman, at 76 years old Major Howdy Martin was
buried at the Hillsboro City Cemetery.
Read more about Howdy Martin’s life, family and career on our camp website.
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Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.
General Robert E. Lee
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Spotlight on Our Camp
1. Our April 13th SCV Howdy Martin Camp Meeting was
held at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym with Commander
Jimmy Abney presiding. After recognizing our guests,
Chaplain Jim Day was asked to give the blessing for our
dinner.
2. Quartermaster Dale Sifford led the pledges to the flags and
the reading of The Charge. We had 30 guests and members
present.
3. Cmdr Abney introduced our speaker, Stephanie Ford,
who teaches Art at Corsicana High School. Her many
talents include a Master’s degree in English, a western
artist with her works featured in numerous shows, and an
illustrator for Pelican Publishing. “Creating Southern Art
in a Politically Correct World” was her title of her slide
show and everyone enjoyed her presentation. She brought
that many members were happy to purchase. Her husband,
Bradley Ford, is a member of the Corsicana Captain J L
Halbert SCV Camp 359.
4. Adjutant/Treasurer Jim Ogburn read the minutes from the
March meeting which were approved with one correction
concerning the wording of the Memorial Dedication
recently held at the Palestine Confederate Veterans Plaza. Cmdr Abney and April’s guest speaker Stephanie Ford
Dr. Ogburn also gave the camp a very satisfactory financial report. He announced that two new members will be added to our roster, Bryan Sifers and Carl Edison.
With these two additions, our total membership will be 55 members, 1 cadet and 1 Friend of the SCV.
5. 8th Brigade Cmdr Marc Robinson reminded of the upcoming “Sesquicentennial Confederate Symposium” on
May 8-10 in Chatfield. Special guests speakers Ed Bearss, Rick McCaslin, Tom Cutrer and Jeff Hunt. The cost
is $65 per person for both Saturday and Sunday which registration and meals. For more information Robinson
will have a flyer posted on the FB page of the East Texas Sons of Confederate Veterans.
6. Also, the 3rd weekend of May is the annual Temple Reenactment that many of our members attend. There will
be numerous Sutlers to buy period correct items, room to camp and the battle is on both Saturday and Sunday.
7. In honor of April being Confederate History Month Cmdr Robinson read a short history of the Confederacy.
8. Ms Bunny Freeman brought 38 printed pages of names of men she located on Fold3 who are the correct ages
of CSA Veterans. All of these are buried in Henderson County Cemeteries. She also announced that the
website Fold3 is free to everyone and another good site for research is www.familysearch.org.
9. Cmdr Abney asked for a show of hands for those who can participate at the Old Bethel Cemetery near Phalba
on April 18th. The dedication will be held on April 19th in case of rain. We will be honoring Pvt Elijah Hanks
Woolverton and 18 other CSA Veterans buried there. This cemetery is on CR 2301 off of Hwy 198.
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10. Cmdr Abney also noted that we have received invitations to attend two other ceremonies on May 2nd. At
10:00 am the Range Cemetery which is just west of the Liberty Cemetery. Also, Tom Sheron has asked us
to participate at the Cottonwood Cemetery.
11. Cmdr Abney suggested that our camp pay Palestine’s John H Reagan Camp 2156 Cannon Crew for the
many times that have supported our dedication and ceremonies. To help pay for the mileage and black
powder it was agreed to give them $150.00.
12. 8th Brigade Cmdr Marc Robinson announced that SCV members will be in Austin tomorrow on April 14th
to speak to legislatures at a public hearing against a current proposal to do away with Confederate Heroes
Day on January 18th and instead have a Civil War Remembrance Day in May.
13. Dr. Jim Ogburn shared with us his idea that we could all read the an historical book at the same time. He
suggested the first book would be Kennedy’s The South was Right. We will share our ideas about it at our
next camp meeting. He received a positive response and more will be discussed later.
14. The SCV State Reunion in Temple is June 5-7. The Howdy Camp has earned possibly 6 delegates. Those
who would like to go were Ryan Tarrant, Jimmy Abney, Ron Freeman, David Lowry, Joey Ables, Jim
Day and Jim Ogburn.
15. The SCV National Reunion in Richmond, VA is July 16-21st. We need at least one delegate from our camp
to attend in order for us to maintain our Four Star Camp status. Hopefully Compatriot Bob Lynch can
attend as of this writing.
16. Prayer requests were asked for Pete Edison as he is scheduled to have gall bladder surgery. Also, Kathy
Youngblood, Ron’s mother. Praise was given by Jan Giles for her mother’s progress in a nursing home
and Jim Day for his positive doctor’s visit in Houston.
17. Chaplain Jim Day led the benediction and everyone sang Dixie.
Left: Camp Members enjoy a Mexican Food pot luck dinner.
Below: 8th Brigade Cmdr Marc Robinson shares a brief history of
the Confederacy in recognition of April Confederate History Month.
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M a rc h — 2 0 1 5 S C V C a m p A c t i v i t i e s
Camp Ford Reenactment March 28th
in Tyler

Above: Jim Day & Norma Holley

Above left:: Honor Guard at Flag Retirement Ceremony.
Above right: Compatriot Ray Brown demonstrates blacksmithing.
Camp members Left: Jan Giles, Jesse Giles, Jim
Day, Jimmy Abney, Bunny & Ron Freeman

Above: CSA Soldier gives a Yankee tips for
cleaning his new gun that he won in the raffle.
Above Right:
Young children were dressed for many activities during the day.
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April—2015
SCV Camp Activities
O l d B e t h el Cem et er y, P h al ba

A pri l 1 8t h

Left: Luke and Ron Freeman, Dan Dyer, Jim Day, Terry
Teems, Cmdr Jimmy Abney, Don Bentley

A b o v e : M e mo r i a l S e r v i c e P r o g r a m

Above: Freeman, Dyer, Day with Terry Teems playing Taps
Below: Host Ladies of the Confederacy

Above: Chaplain Day leads the Lord’s Prayer, T Teems,
Cmdr Jimmy Abney, Dan Dyer and Ron Freeman
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April—2015
SCV Camp Activities—Phalba

Left: Luke and Ron Freema, Dan Dyer, Jim Day, Terry
Teems, Cmdr Jimmy Abney, Don Bentley

Athens staff journalist Mr. Rich Flowers attended the Memorial Service at the Old Bethel Cemetery near Phalba and made
numerous pictures. He wrote the above article and it appeared on the front page of the Athens Review on Tuesday, April 21.
Below: Commander Jimmy Abney stands at attention as compatriots shoot a rifle volley and followed by a cannon volley.
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April—2015
SCV Camp Activities
Confederate Reunion Grounds, Mexia

Above from Left: David Lowry, Jesse Giles and back row: Jim Day, Steve Sifers.

Right: Stringbean working at his custom made forge at Mexia.
Above: The entrance to the Confederate Reunion Grounds Park
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From the Commander
Greetings,
Spring time has arrived and our camp is being invited to
participate in dedications and memorial services almost every week. It
is exciting to get these invitations. It is very important for our camp to
honor those who have answered the call to duty when it was their time.
We are supposed to do things like this in answer to The Charge in
working in our community and the surrounding rural neighborhoods.
A big thank you to all those who represented the Howdy Camp
at the Old Bethel Cemetery Dedication last Saturday. It was a very
proper and well attended ceremony. Our Athens Review Newspaper
had a nice picture of Chaplain Day and informative article on the front
page of Tuesday’s paper in case you didn’t get a copy. People are
noticing and asking questions about who we are, and I feel so proud to
Dan Dyer, John H Reagan Camp 2156 tell them we are part of the Texas 8th Brigade and our namesake was a
in Palestine and Howdy Commander
major in the War Between the States.
Jimmy Abney in Old Bethel Cemetery
April 26th is Confederate Veterans Day and several members
at the grave of CSA Veteran William T
have
reported
they have already put out flags. There are flags and flag
Dyer of the 5th Regiment TX Infantry
pipes at Dr. Jim’s office for use by our camp members, so please go by
and help honor our county veterans. Everyone is invited to meet at the Athens City Cemetery about
nine Saturday, April 25th to help replace worn flags. Also, please save the date on May 2nd for the
Cottonwood Cemetery Dedication. Call me if you need directions or we meet me at my church.
I want to encourage each member to seriously consider attending the Texas SCV Reunion in
Temple on June 5-7. It is important that each camp is there to take care of our State SCV business and
we have proudly earned 5 or maybe even 6 votes. We have tried to find a motel in Temple that is
reasonably priced. Right now we have two rooms reserved for three nights which would be about $80
per person for the lodging, but that can be changed if anyone has another suggestion.
Also, it isn’t too early to make plans for the 120th National Reunion of the SCV in
Richmond, Virginia. The dates are July 14-19 and more information can be found in your January/
February Confederate Magazine or contact me.
Your Commander,
Jimmy Abney
“Keep the Flag Flying!”
“Howdy’s Flag” is framed
and is proudly displayed at the
Henderson County
Historical Museum located at
217 North Prairieville Street
in Athens. In 2014 members voted their approval to
special order a reproduction of
the flag for use at various
Howdy Martin Camp events.
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In Salute to all Confederate Ancestors as We pause in Remembrance of them
on Confederate Memorial Day, April 26, 2015.
This special page was a part of the Memorial Service Program
at the Old Bethel Cemetery on April 18, 2015.
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Camp Adjutant/Treasurer Jim Ogburn, MD
A big Howdy Welcome to everyone!

Jim Ogburn, MD

Our April 13th meeting was wonderful. We just welcomed three
new members and this month we added two more. I am so excited to
see new recruits join us. Please let me know if I can be of any help
between meetings in the way of the necessary paperwork needed to
began researching any Confederate ancestors.
Please remember to bring your cemetery maps to our May
meeting. Also, we will review the steps of the Guardian Program. I am
so appreciative to Mrs. Bunny Freeman for her continued research in
helping us find all of the graves of Confederate veterans buried in
Henderson County. Also, she announced that Fold3 is now free for
your personal research of your ancestors, but I am not sure of the
expiration date of this offer.
I encourage you to check all Confederate flags that you have
placed on veteran graves this past year for wear and tear. I still have
available both flags and camp flag pipes for any member who would
like to use one for your ancestors or those whom you have pledged to
be their guardian.
I hope to see you down the road!
Jim Ogburn, MD

P r a y e r R e q u est s
Hea lt h i s s ue s:
* Pete Edison, surgery
* Jan Giles mother doing well
* Jim Day had positive report
* Cmdr Abney—Christians in the USA
for standing up for God & what is right!
* All upcoming camp activities
Cottonwood Cemetery May 2
State Reunion Temple June 5-7
Nationals Richmond,VA July 16-21

Deo Vindice!
Howdy Martin Camp meetings are on the
Second Monday of each month.
We meet at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym in Athens on the corner of Hwy 175
East and Crestway Drive. Notice of our camp meetings may be found listed in the
Athens Review Newspaper in the Community Calendar section.
Meetings begin at 6:30pm with a pot luck dinner furnished by members followed by a
short historical program. Guests are welcome and you may bring your family.

WELCOME TO THIS MONTH’S ISSUE OF THE
HOWDY MARTIN CAMP #1241
HOWDY HERALD NEWSLETTER
It is our goal to share the news of all members of our camp in such a way that this
newsletter and all that follow will honor and pay respect to all past and present family
of our great Southern States. Members are encouraged to bring to our camp meetings
articles for submission to this publication. The deadline for entries is the Monday following our regular 2nd Monday camp meeting.
Jim Day, Editor
7751 CR 3713, Athens TX 75752
903-681-5313
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This Chaplain’s Message is dedicated in memory of Brother Len Patterson for his years of service to his Lord and to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans. Our Camp #1241 has been honored to receive permission from Ms Patterson to reprint Brother Len’s
messages that were written from his heart to share his testimony of salvation through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

Was It Possible?
4-01-2012
Today is Palm Sunday. It is the day in which Jesus was cheered by the crowds as He entered
Jerusalem. (John 12: 12-15) But, the end was near. Many of these same people, in less than a week,
would be screaming, "Crucify Him!" The darkest day in human history was at hand, and God's unspotted
sacrificial Lamb must be slain. In the days ahead, Jesus would cleanse the temple, curse a fig tree, spend
time at the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, "whom He raised from the Dead" (Jn. 12: 1), predict the
destruction of Jerusalem (Matt. 24: 2), which occurred about one generation later in A.D. 70, and share the
Last Supper with His disciples. This great drama began in the Garden of Eden where man defied God and
sinned. Since then man has followed the imaginations of his own heart, did what was right in his own
eyes, and is still doing his own thing. The consequences of man's sin have been, and continues to be, devastating. However, it has always been God's will that man be restored to His fellowship.
In an effort to turn men from their sin and to Himself, He sent Noah and the flood and
death. He sent Moses and the Law and the idea of a blood sacrifice. He sent David and his songs and the
assurance of forgiven sins. He sent Jeremiah and his tears. He sent Isaiah and his invitations. He sent the
kings of the earth and captivity and chastisement. But, every plan failed. It wasn't God's fault, it was
man's fault. The scripture says, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." (Jer.
17: 9) Then God did the greatest thing of all.
God sent His son to become a blood sacrifice. The Bible tells us in Hebrews 9: 22, "And
almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission." On
the day we call Good Friday, the Lamb of God shed His blood as a sacrifice for the atonement of man's
sin. The blessed Apostle John writes, "And the blood of Jesus Christ His son cleanseth us from all
sin." (1 Jn. 1:7b) Following the Last Supper, Jesus and His disciples went to the Garden of Gethsemane.
With the hour of His sacrifice approaching, Jesus fell on His face and prayed, "O my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me." (Matt. 26: 39) So, was it possible?
No! If God's plan to save you and me from sin, death, and eternal destruction were to be accomplished, it was not possible. Jesus knew this. He went on to pray, "Nevertheless, not as I will, but
as thou wilt." Then in verse 42, He again prayed, "O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from
me, except I drink it, thy will be done." In the hours that followed,
Jesus was arrested, falsely accused, beaten, humiliated, and crucified. Just before He died and committed His Spirit to the Father, Jesus
cried, "It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the
Ghost." (Jn. 19: 30)
Compatriots and friends, I know many of you have accepted
Jesus Christ and His sacrifice and been restored to fellowship with
God. You are now His son and He is your Father. But, to those who
have not, I can only say, it is not my plan, but God's. It is His final
plan, and His only plan. For you and I to be saved, it wasn't possible
for Jesus to avoid the cross, and it isn't possible for us to avoid the
blood shed on that cross.
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ bless each of you in
your faith.

Bro Len speaks at the Confederate Veteran’s Memorial Plaza Dedication
in Palestine on April 13, 2013
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William Harrison Martin
“Old Howdy”
Bill Martin, Attorney
State Senator
Captain Co. K 4th TX Inf, CSA
Major, 4th Texas, CSA
District Attorney
U.S. Congressman, Texas
Husband, Father, Grandfather
Great Grandfather

Above: Howdy’s Grave, Hillsboro
City Cemetery, Hillsboro, TX.
Right: Two future Compatriots asked
if their grandfather could make a
picture with us as we were leaving
Camp Ford in Tyler.

Camp Officers 2015
Commander — Jimmy Abney
1st Lt Commander — Joey Ables
2nd Lt Commander—Ron Freeman
3rd Lt Commander— Terence Tisdale
Adjutant/Treasurer — Jim Ogburn, MD
Chaplain— Jim Day
Color Sgt — Terry Teems
Sgt at Arms —Gaylon Patterson
Quartermaster — Dale Sifford
Webmaster— Michael Burton
Historian— Luke Freeman
Aide de Camp — Jesse Giles
Above: Major W. H. Howdy Martin
The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a genealogical-historical non-profit organization
dedicated to preserving the history and honoring the memory of our Confederate
ancestors. Opinions expressed by individual writers of the Howdy Herald Newsletter are
their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans Howdy Martin Camp #1241 Athens, TX.
We reserve the right to edit all submissions due to limited space for such material that
honors and supports The Charge given to us in the year 1906 that may be found herein.
This Newsletter is compiled and submitted to our Webmaster as nearly the same date as
possible immediately following our Camp’s monthly meeting.

