
 
ñTo you, Sons of  

Confederate Veterans,  

we submit the vindication of 

the Cause for which we 

fought, to your strength will 

be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldierôs good 

name, the guardianship of his 

history, the emulation of his 

virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles he loved and 

which made him glorious and 

which you also cherish. Re-

member it is your duty to see 

that the true history of the 

South is  presented to future  

generations.ò 
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Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.                    

         General Robert E. Lee 



 

 
                                                                                              
 

1.. Our April 10, 2017 SCV Camp Meeting was held at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym with    
Commander Terry Teems presiding. 
 
2. Quartermaster David Miller led the pledges and salutes to the flags and reading of the Charge 
to the SCV. 
 
3.  Chaplain Jim Abney gave the invocation and blessing for the food. We had 13 guests and 
members present.  Everyone enjoyed light refreshments. 
 
4. After a short break, Cmdr. Teems called the meeting back to order and introduced our speaker, 

Mrs. Bunny Freeman.  She read letters sent from  numerous Confederate  soldiers in 1862-63 to their families describing battles, daily life as a 
soldier and general news about themselves. She also answered questions and encouraged comments from the floor. Her program was a very 
revealing insight to the soldiersô love to their families and to fighting for the freedom of the South. 
 
5. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley read the minutes of our March meeting as well as the financial report. Both approved by the membership 
present. 
 

6. Cmdr. Teems also noted some of the following dates for us to remember: 

 4/28-30         Confederate Reunion Grounds, Mexia Civil War Living History and Reenactment 

 5/5                Civil War Living History-Day of Learning at the Diamond Don RV Park in Jefferson, TX.. 

 6/2-4             Texas Division Reunion in Ft. Worth. 

 7/18-23         National Reunion in Memphis, TN at the Cook Convention Center. 

  

7. On Saturday, April 27th, Ms Teresa Day, Mrs. Bunny Freeman and other camp members placed 57 Confederate flags on the graves of 

Confederate soldiers buried in the Athens City Cemetery.  Camp Surgeon Steve Sifers reported that a Confederate flag had been placed on 

the grave of a CSA Soldier in the Arms Cemetery as well. 

 
8.  Chaplain Jim Abney made a motion that we send a $100.00 donation to the Confederate Museum Project.  Motion was seconded and   
approved by members present.  
 
9.  Motion was made and seconded to give a $50.00 scholarship to our Camp graduating seniors, Color Sgt Bryan Sifers and Jesse Giles.  
 
10. Updated camp rosters were requested by Mrs. Bunny Freeman and Ms Teresa Day.  Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley agreed to email 
them that information. 
 
11.  Prayer Requests: 
  
*Aide de Camp David Lowry and the family in loss of 
his mother, Mrs. Louise Lowry 
 
*Our Nations leaders, our country, military and all first 
responders 
  
*Upcoming city elections 
 
12.   Before adjourning, Chaplain Abney gave the bene-
diction and Cmdr. Teems lead all in singing of ñDixieò. 
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S p o t l i g h t  o n  O u r  C a m p 

Left: Cmdr Teems welcomes one of our 
own Mrs. Bunny Freeman who prepared 
and presented our historical program. 

Right: Some of the crowd is shown intently listen-
ing to the CSA soldersô letters read by our speaker, 
Mrs. Bunny Freeman. 
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Adjutant/Treasurer  Don R. Bentley 

  

 

     We just canôt imagine how deeply ñhatredò ran in the 

truly dedicated Confederate soldier veins.  He hated every-

thing about the United States of America which included 

the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the 

Stars and Stripes! 

 

     The Confederate song  ñGood Olô Rebel Soldierò      

reflects that deep seated hatred.  It was composed by Major 

Innes Randolph, C.S.A...  Although the poor grammar and 

dialect evident in the lyrics to this song suggest otherwise, 

Innes Randolph was actually a learned man who achieved 

some fame in his post-war career as a Southern poet.  

                                          

       Randolph attended Hobart College in Geneva, New 

York and was a graduate of the State and National Law 

School in Poughkeepsie. During the Civil War he was a 

topographical engineer and held the rank of major.  

 

     After the Civil War he settled at Richmond where he 

was worked at the Examiner while pursuing his poetry and 

other writing. The poetry of this period was collected and 

published by his son Harold Randolph after his death. It 

was in 1868 that Randolph moved to Baltimore and took 

up the practice of law, continuing his newspaper work with 

Baltimore newspapers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hereôs the lyrics to the song,  

          ñGood Olô Rebel Soldierò 
 

Oh, I'm a good old Rebel soldier, now that's just what I am; 

For this "Fair Land of Freedom" I do not give a damn! 

I'm glad I fit against it, I only wish we'd won, 

And I don't want no pardon for anything I done. 

 

I hates the Constitution, this "Great Republic," too! 

I hates the Freedman's Bureau and uniforms of blue! 

I hates the nasty eagle with all its brags and fuss, 

And the lying, thieving Yankees, I hates 'em wuss and wuss! 

 

I hates the Yankee nation and everything they do, 

I hates the Declaration of Independence, too! 

I hates the "Glorious Union" -- 'tis dripping with our blood, 

And I hates their striped banner, and I fit it all I could. 

 

I followed old Marse Robert for four years, near about, 

Got wounded in three places, and starved at Point Lookout. 

I cotched the "roomatism" a'campin' in the snow, 

But I killed a chance o' Yankees, and I'd like to kill some mo'! 

 

Three hundred thousand Yankees is stiff in Southern dust! 

We got three hundred thousand before they conquered us. 

They died of Southern fever and Southern steel and shot, 

But I wish we'd got three million instead of what we got. 

 

I can't take up my musket and fight 'em now no more, 

But I ain't a'gonna love 'em, now that's for sartain sure! 

I do not want no pardon for what I was and am, 

And I won't be reconstructed, and I do not care a damn! 

 

     

        See what I mean about the hatred!  We may think that it 

was a bit harsh but when one seeôs his friends and kin folks 

blown to pieces, it has a tendency to instill this much hatred.   

 

        We were not there and perhaps will never understand it.  

Yet, it is what spurred them on to fight for what we believe, as 

they did, a just cause.  May we never forget. 

 

 

 
 
 

    

   Standing up for Dixie 

    

   Don R. Bentley 

   Adjutant/Treasurer 
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APRIL IS CONFEDERATE HISTORY MONTH  

 

HOWDY MARTIN CAMP MEMBERS HONOR 57 CSA VETERANS  
 

 ATHENS CITY CEMETERY, APRIL 8TH   

From the time o 

Above Left: Advisor Bunny Freeman, Quartermaster David Miller, Chaplain Jimmy Abney, Adjutant/

Treasurer Don Bentley and 1st Lt Cmdr Ron Freeman removed weathered flags from our CSA Veteransô 

Graves and proudly posted a new flag for each one.  

  

Our Camp keeps a watchful eye on many cemeteries in Henderson County to try our best to be sure flags are 

in good condition throughout the year. In addition, each has a ñflag pipe holderò to protect the flag from 

lawn maintenance damage. Attached to the pipe is a brass medallion that identifies to others that it was 

placed there by the Howdy Martin Camp 1241 to proudly honor those who answered the call to duty. These 

were designed and hand made by recently deceased Chaplain Jim Day.  

 

A special thank you goes to Chris Perryman who recently brought dozens of 

flags to our meeting as directed by his mother who asked that they be used 

at Athens area cemeteries. Thank you very much Chris and Mrs. Perryman. 

 

This year we were finished in one hour and ten minutes using a map of the 

entire cemetery and a chart of each section A to P with each veteran identi-

fied by name and plot number. Especially helpful this year was a Pictorial 

Directory of each grave photographed last year. A directory will be donated 

on behalf of Howdy Martin Camp to the Henderson County Historical 

Committee. This annual event is taken very seriously by the Howdy Camp 

and we are dedicated in our resolve to never forget our Southern Veterans.   

 

Please contact the Camp if you would like to honor a CSA Veteran in any Henderson County Cemetery. 

Our website is www.martincamp.org and our meetings are the 2nd Monday each month.  

 


