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William Harrison “Howdy” Martin
1823-1898

THE CHARGE TO THE
SONS OF CONFEDERATE
VETERANS

“To you, Sons of
Confederate Veterans,
we submit the vindication of
the Cause for which we
fought, to your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate soldier’s good
name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his
virtues, the perpetuation of
those principles he loved and
which made him glorious and
which you also cherish. Remember it is your duty to see
that the true history of the
South is presented to future
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee
General Commander
United Confederate Veterans

April 25, 1906

In 1861 during the War Between the States, William Harrison Martin enlisted in the
Confederate Army and served in Company K of the 4th Texas Infantry that was assigned to
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Martin gained his
nickname because of his refusal to salute superior officers.
Instead, he would politely tip his hat and say “howdy.”
According to the Texas Historical Commission, Howdy
Martin fought in the Eastern theater of operations in all of
the fighting. After the signing of the surrender terms at
Appomattox, Major Martin and Captain W. T. Hill led the
remaining members of Hood’s Texas Brigade back to the
Lone Star State.
He was born September 2, 1823, in Twiggs County,
Georgia, to Benjamin and Charlotte Martin. His early
schooling was in Alabama where he was later admitted to
the Bar. In 1850 he moved to Athens, Texas, and started a
law practice in Henderson County. He proudly represented
Freestone, Limestone, Henderson, and Navarro counties
from 1853 to 1858 in the Texas Senate. Answering the call
to defend his beloved South, he raised a company of volunteers that became a part of Hood’s Texas Brigade. In April, 1864, he was promoted from
captain to major. After the war, Martin was elected district attorney. He married Martha E.
Gallimore of Navarro County and the couple had seven children. He was later elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives in 1887 and served in the 50th and 51st Congresses 1887-1891
before retiring again to his farm near Athens.
Howdy Martin was a member of the Hill County Camp of Confederate Veterans when he
died at his final home in Hill County on February 5, 1898. A lawyer, a Confederate officer who
served the entire Civil War and a congressman, at 76 years old Major Howdy Martin was buried
at the Hillsboro City Cemetery.
Read more about Howdy Martin’s life, family and career on our camp website.
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Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.
General Robert E. Lee
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Spotlight on Our Camp
1. Our August 8, 2016 SCV Camp Meeting was held at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym with Commander Jimmy Abney
presiding.
2. Compatriot David Lowery “Stringbean” led the pledges and salutes to the flags and reading of the Charge to the SCV.
3. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley gave the invocation and blessing for the food. We had 16 guests and members present to
enjoy Mexican food with side dishes and desserts. Everyone seemed to enjoy their meal.
4. Cmdr Abney introduced our speaker, James “Buster” Horn who gave a video presentation and talk about the history and
present state of the Confederate Reunion Grounds in Mexia, Texas. This site is important to the preservation of our Southern
heritage and legacy.
5. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley read the minutes of the July meeting as well as the financial report. Both were approved as
presented by the membership present. He also commented that everyone should have received their notice of annual membership dues that must be received before November 1st.
6. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley proposed our August menu theme to be casseroles and assorted salads. He passed around a
sign-up list. It was well received by those present.
7. Cmdr Abney gave a report on the National Convention held in Richardson, Texas in July. Those from our camp assisted in
taking tickets and the placing of arm bands. He reported that all went well and Compatriot Terry Teems literally blew his horn
for the “Howdy” Martin Camp. He also reported the Johnnie Holley was elected Commander of the Trans-Mississippi Army.
8. Advisor member Bunny Freeman gave a report on the state and national OCR. She stated it is on the “Howdy” Martin
Facebook page with pictures and information.
9. Compatriot James “Buster” Horn suggested that we have a camp cook-out and picnic to enable members to get to know
one another on a more personal level. Planning for the event to take place at our September meeting.
10. Prayer List:
 Chaplain Jim Day and wife in Jim’s fight against cancer
 Quartermaster David Miller recuperating from the neck surgery he had on August 3rd
 Charles Sanders health issues
 Annette Brown’s friend and his wife in the loss of their baby.
 Aaron Freeman’s broken ankle and need for a job.
 David “Stringbean” Lowry’s mother
 All Police Departments and their families
 Our country and upcoming elections and our camp
11. Meeting adjourned and Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley prayed the benediction and led our camp in singing “Dixie”.
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August 2016 Camp Meeting ……………………..
……………………...Members & Guests Caught on Camera

Photos by Bunny Freeman
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A t h en s C i t y C eme t e ry 5 9 C o nf ed er at e V et e r an s H o n or ed in Recognition of
April, 2016 Confederate History Month
We continue to pay our respects and wish to honor our CSA Veterans

Editor’s Note: It is my hope that this page in your Howdy Herald Newsletter will be filled each month with pictures or lists of CSA Veterans who
are honored by SCV Compatriots as Guardians or placing of Battle Flags. Please email me all of the CSA Veterans you have honored.
As Commander Abney said, our Camp has Battle Flags and First National Flags and Howdy Camp Flag Pipes for your use to respectfully give
our CSA Veterans the attention and honor they deserve.
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From the Commander
Greetings,
As I said in our August meeting, our Howdy Camp compatriots who
went to the Nationals Reunion had a great trip. My thanks to Color Sargent Terry
Teems, 1st Lt Cmdr Ron Freeman and Quartermaster David Miller for being
available to work as directed by our hosts and also representing our camp as
delegates. Congratulations to our new Commander of the Trans-Mississippi
Army, Johnnie Holley. Also, I want to thank Mrs Freeman and Mrs Teems
for attending the OCR meeting on Saturday.
The highlight of the reunion for me was hearing Terry play the
Confederate Taps in the Saturday opening ceremony. A Mississippi compatriot
bought the Confederate cornet on line. He said that the cornet was found at
Vicksburg. After Nationals, he plans for it to be on display in a museum in
Commander Jimmy Abney
Mississippi. Terry was given the opportunity to play it in the vendor area and
that is when I first heard him. I walked toward the music knowing only our own Terry could be playing like that,
and sure enough he was! Terry sounded so good that he was next offered the chance to play it again Saturday
morning. He made us all so very, very proud. He even received a standing ovation! I’d just like to say from all of
us, Congratulations Camp 1241 Color Sargent Terry Teems!
On a less positive note, our August meeting attendance was considerably lower than usual. Perhaps it was
due to our extremely hot weather or members out of town on vacations. I’m so sorry everyone did not get to hear
our own Buster Horn. I thoroughly enjoyed his presentation on the history of the Mexia Confederate Reunion
Grounds. Events there in the past have always been well attended mostly because the board there is dedicated and
does a wonderful job. Let me encourage you to plan a visit and see for yourself what a beautiful place it is that has
been set aside to honor our CSA soldiers and our Southern Heritage.
One more thing, September 2nd is Major Howdy Martin’s birthday. I hope to see you at our
meeting on September 12th. Everyone loves birthday cake, don’t miss out!

Your commander,
Jimmy Abney
“Keep the flag flying!”

“Howdy’s Flag” is framed
and is proudly displayed at the
Henderson County Historical
Museum located at
217 North Prairieville Street in
Athens. At the August Camp
meeting, members voted their
approval to special order a
reproduction of the flag
for use at various
Howdy Martin Camp events.
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Adjutant/Treasurer Don R. Bentley
Merriam-Webster defines “heritage” as “the
traditions, achievements, beliefs, etc., that are
part of the history of a group or nation”. Isn’t
that what we as Sons of Confederate Veterans
are obligated to not only hold on to but to pass
on as well?
It appears that human beings are indeed a
product of the former generations whether we
are aware of it or not. Each individual undoubtedly carries many different sorts of heritage
which may be in a form of physical, material or
spiritual values which reflect in their norms and
traditions.
However, many people may not realize that
our heritage may be important in the sense that it
has an undeniable impact on our thought, behavior and life.
It seems as to some people, an ancient artifact
which has been passed through from generation
to generation might seem to be only a piece
of decoration in their house. It might seem to be

Cover page for the commemorative edition
of the Richmond Times, May 29, 1890

worth nothing but only serve as an item of
collection, but its spiritual value still remains
no matter how long time passes by. The fact is
that the artifact may be the only link that connects us to our ancestor. It carries the spirit, history and intention of its previous owner and
therefore might be regarded as a reminder of the
owner to whomever it is passed to. However,

physical material such as an
artifact only serves as a reminder to us. It is far more
important to realize that
whatever spiritual ideas or
values that we have inherited are always inside us with
Do n R . B e n t l e y
or without the reminder.
Besides physical legacy in a form of materials and
genetics, one which is our bodily features, we have
also been passed down knowledge, ideas, skills and
traditions.
It is important for us to be aware that these spiritual inheritances are what define us and make us
different from others. Without heritage, every family or community or country would be alike. We
wouldn’t have our own identity and we would not
be unique as we are today. Knowledge and traditions would have been lost, there would be no relationship between individuals. Love would no longer
exist as emotions disappear and life would have lost
its meaning.
On the other hand, it is also considered wise not
to let our heritage predestine us or hold us back
from what we want to become. That is, despite of
whatever caste or social status we were born under,
it is in the end up to us to create our own identity
and lead the life we want to live. This element of
self-reliability is as important as the acknowledgement of our heritage. Surely we should not forget
what our ancestors have done and the heritage they
have passed on to us but we must also remember
that the decision is in our hands. It is truly our goal
as Sons of Confederate Veterans to pass on our heritage and legacy to create a brighter future, not only
for us but also for the next generation.
Standing up for Dixie,
Don R. Bentley
Adjutant/Treasurer
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Athens Christian Preparatory School
Two-Day Summer Camp Activities

Howdy Camp Color Sgt Terry Teems coordinated a two-day
historical educational program for the summer camp students
at the Athens Christian Preparatory School. 8th Brigade SCV
compatriots from the Howdy Camp and the Captain James P
Douglas Camp #124 in Tyler and Palestine’s John H.
Reagan Camp #2156 all took part in reenacting the life of
soldiers who fought in the War of Northern Aggression.
Lodges were set up including a camp fire, lessons were taught
about the period correct flags which were posted, numerous
bugle calls were demonstrated, students ate tasty beans cooked
on an open fire, and they were treated to seeing and hearing up
close a cannon crew at work. Safety guidelines were always
followed closely including passing out ear protection to everyone. To the delight of the students, all participants were
dressed in period correct attire. It was hard work but a fun and
a very successful presentation to a fine group of young people.
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Tr u e C o n f e d e r a t e H i s t o r i c a l F a c t s
Don R. Bentley

T

he President of the United States -- as command-

er-in-chief and chief executive -- declared that the sole cause of
the War of Northern Aggression was secession. Lincoln chose
war to suppress what he deemed a rebellion in the Southern
states. If the South embraced and espoused slavery and if the
South stated that the institution, alone, justified war, it was ultimately the President of the United States, possessing absolute responsibility and duty as chief executive for the nation,
who, to the contrary, declared war on the South because of secession. As President, Lincoln declared that the South was guilty
only of rebellion, and, without the consent of Congress
and contrary to pleas from the Supreme Court, Lincoln raised an
army and subsequently invaded the Southern states. Moreover,
the decision to declare war or to suppress a rebellion, and to state
what caused the War of Northern Aggression, was proclaimed
by President Abraham Lincoln himself; and he stated his position
for war clearly.
Prior to April 15, 1861, seven Southern states, South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas,
had seceded from the Union. On April 15, 1861, Lincoln stated in
his Call For Troops that the only cause of the War of Northern
Aggression was secession in the Southern states, and that troops
were being called upon in order to "suppress the rebellion" and
force the states back into the Union. Just 2 days after Lincoln's
Call for Troops to raise an army and invade the South, Virginia
seceded (April 17), followed by Arkansas, North Carolina and
Tennessee. Kentucky, meanwhile, refused to recruit a single soldier for Lincoln's "wicked cause," and Maryland, a free state, was
invaded by U.S. troops and placed under martial law, while Delaware, though of divided loyalty, did not attempt it. In Missouri,
on October 31, 1861, a pro-CSA remnant of the General Assembly met and passed an ordinance of secession.
Lincoln, moreover, never stated publicly or in any document that
abolishing the institution of slavery was why he called upon the
troops, or to free the slaves was the cause of the War of Northern
Aggression. The Southern states had seceded, and Lincoln was
now determined to suppress it. According to the president, secession was the cause of the War of Northern Aggression.
The Five Civilized Tribes even aligned themselves with the Confederacy, and the Cherokee Nation in its formal declaration to
unite with the Southern states leveled, among many, the following blistering accusations against Lincoln and the Union: “But in
the Northern States the Cherokee people saw with alarm a violated Constitution, all civil liberty put in peril, and all the rules of
civilized warfare and the dictates of common humanity and decency unhesitatingly disregarded. In States which still adhered to
the Union a military despotism has displaced the civil power and

the laws became silent amid arms. Free speech and almost free
thought became a crime. The right to the writ of habeas corpus,
guaranteed by the Constitution, disappeared at the nod of a Secretary
of State or a general of the lowest grade. The mandate of the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court was set at naught by the military power, and this outrage on common right approved by a President sworn
to support the Constitution. Lincoln sent armies into Southern States
to aid in subjugating a people struggling for freedom, to burn, to
plunder, and to commit the basest of outrages on women; while the
heels of armed tyranny trod upon the necks of Maryland and Missouri, and men of the highest character and position were incarcerated upon suspicion and without process of law in jails, in forts, and
in prison-ships, and even women were imprisoned by the arbitrary
order of a President and Cabinet ministers; while the press ceased to
be free.”
There were many reasons for a War of Northern Aggression to happen in America, and political issues and disagreements began soon
after the American Revolution ended in 1782. Between the years
1800 and 1860, arguments between the North and South grew more
intense. One of the main quarrels was about taxes paid on goods
brought into this country from foreign countries. This tax was called
a tariff. Southerners felt these tariffs were unfair and aimed toward
them because they imported a wider variety of goods than most
Northern people. Taxes were also placed on many Southern goods
that were shipped to foreign countries, an expense that was not always applied to Northern goods of equal value. An awkward economic structure allowed states and private transportation companies
to do this, which also affected Southern banks that found themselves
paying higher interest rates on loans made with banks in the North.
The situation grew worse after several "panics", including one in
1857 that affected more Northern banks than Southern. Southern
financiers found themselves burdened with high payments just to
save Northern banks that had suffered financial losses through poor
investment.
In the years before the War of Northern Aggression the political
power in the Federal government, centered in Washington, D.C.,
was changing. Northern and mid-western states were becoming more
and more powerful as the populations increased. Southern states lost
political power because the population did not increase as rapidly.
As one portion of the nation grew larger than another, people began
to talk of the nation as sections. This topic was referred to as sectionalism. Just as the thirteen original colonies fought for their independence almost 100 years earlier, the Southern states felt a growing
need for freedom from the central Federal authority in Washington.
Southerners believed that state laws carried more weight than Federal laws, and they should abide by the state regulations first. This
issue was known as States Rights and it became a hot topic in
congress.
Another quarrel between the North and South and perhaps the most
emotional one, was over the issue of slavery. America was an agricultural nation and crops such as cotton were in demand around the
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Tr u e C o n f e d e r a t e H i s t o r i c a l F a c t s
continued

world. Cotton was a plant that grew well in the southern climate,
but it was a difficult plant to gather and process. Labor in the
form of slaves was used on large plantations to plant and harvest
cotton as well as sugar, rice, and other cash crops. The invention
of the Cotton Gin by Eli Whitney made cotton more profitable
for southern growers. Before this invention, it took one person all
day to process two pounds of cotton by hand, a slow and inefficient method. Whitney's Cotton Gin machine could process that
much within a half hour. Whitney's invention revolutionized the
cotton industry and Southern planters saw their profits soar as
more and more of them relied on cotton as their main cash crop.
Slaves were a central part of that industry.
Slavery had been a part of life in America since the early colonial
period and became more acceptable in the South than the North.
Southern planters relied on slaves to run larger farms or plantations and make them profitable. Many slaves were also used to
provide labor for the various household chores that needed to be
done. This did not sit well with many northerners who felt that
slavery was uncivilized and should be abolished. They were
called abolitionists and thought that owning slaves was wrong for
any reason. They loudly disagreed with the United States Constitution and the South's laws and beliefs concerning slavery.
Slavery, however, had been introduced, embraced, and protected by the U.S. Constitution many years before the War of Northern Aggression. Slavery eventually became an important part of
the Southern way of life and was protected not only by state
laws, but Federal law as well. The Constitution, moreover, guaranteed the right to own property and protected everyone against
the seizure of property. A slave was viewed as property by the
United States and was important to the economics of the Southern cotton industry. So, the people of the Southern states did not
appreciate Northern people, especially the abolitionists, telling
them that slave ownership was a great wrong. This created a
great amount of debate, mistrust, confusion and misunderstanding because the North, or United States, introduced slavery to
America. Now the United States had changed its mind and no
longer approved of slavery, but, on the other hand, the U.S. Constitution still permitted slavery. The South was confused as to
why the Constitution allowed slavery, but the United States was
now condemning it.
As the nation grew in size, so did the opportunities for expansion
westward. Many felt that slavery should be allowed in the new
territories such as Kansas and Missouri, while others were set
against it. This led to "Bleeding Kansas", a bitter war that pitted
neighbor against neighbor. In 1859, a fanatic and radical abolitionist from Kansas named John Brown raided the Federal armory at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in the hopes of supplying weapons to an army of slaves that would revolt against their southern
masters. A number of people were taken hostage and several

murdered, among them the mayor of Harpers Ferry. Brown was cornered with several of his followers in a fire engine house, first by
Virginia militia and then by Federal troops sent to arrest him and his
raiders. These troops, commanded by Colonel Robert E. Lee,
stormed the building and captured Brown and several of his men.
Brown was tried for his crimes, found guilty of many crimes including murder, and was hanged in Charlestown.
Though John Brown's raid had failed, it fueled the passions of some
northern abolitionist who made him a martyr. It was reported that
bells tolled in sympathy to John Brown in some northern cities on the
day he was executed. This inflamed passions in the South where
southern leaders used the incident as another reminder how little the
South's interests were represented in Federal law, labeled as sympathetic to runaways and anti-slavery.
The debate became very bitter. Southern politicians outwardly
charged that their voices were not being heard in congress. Some
Southern states wanted to secede, or break away from the United
States of America and govern themselves. Emotions reached a fever
pitch when Abraham Lincoln was elected President of the United
States in 1860. He was a member of the Republican Party and vowed
to keep the country united and the new western territories free from
slavery, but Lincoln vowed to allow slavery to continue in the South
and in Washington, D.C. Many Southerners, who were Democrats, were afraid that Lincoln was not sympathetic to their way of
life and would not treat them fairly. The growing strength of the Republican Party, viewed by many as the party friendly to abolitionists
and northern businessmen, and the election of the party's candidate
was the last straw. Southern governors and political leaders called for
state referendums to consider articles of secession. South Carolina
was the first state to officially secede from the United States soon
after the election and they were followed by six other Southern
states. These states joined together and formed a new nation which
they named the Confederate States of America. They elected Jefferson Davis, a Democratic senator and champion of states rights from
Mississippi, as the first president.
On April 12, 1861, the Confederate States of America attacked Fort
Sumter, South Carolina. The fort sits at the entrance to Charleston
Harbor and was manned by Union troops who flew the United States
flag. The bombardment lasted many hours and the fort was heavily
damaged, though no one was killed or injured. Major Robert Anderson surrendered the fort and its garrison to the Confederate commanders. Now that open conflict had started, President Lincoln responded with a call for volunteers from states still loyal to the Union,
to enlist and put down this treacherous act of rebellion. Alarmed that
Lincoln would do this, four more Southern states seceded and joined
the Confederacy. The war that President Lincoln had tried to avoid
began anyway. War talk was on everyone's lips and sharp divisions
took place, even among families and neighbors.
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Tr u e C o n f e d e r a t e H i s t o r i c a l F a c t s
continued

However, the principal or main cause of the War of Northern
Aggression was secession itself. At first, no one believed the war
would last very long. Some people said it would take only a few
months and the fellows who volunteered to fight would come
home heroes within a few weeks.
No one realized how determined the South was to be independent, nor did the South realize how determined the North was to
end the rebellion. Armies had to be raised in the North and the
South, and every state was asked to raise regiments of volunteers
to be sent for service in the field. Many young men chose to enlist and volunteered for military service. In the South, men readily went to war to protect their homes and save the Southern way
of life. Most did not believe that the government in Washington
was looking out for the South's interests and they were better off
as a new nation where the states would make up their own laws.
Many were happy to be called rebels because they thought they
were fighting against a tyrant like their forefathers did against the
British during the American Revolution.

Even today, due to the influence of progressive minded teachers and
professors, the causes of the war, who started the war, and even the
name of the war itself are subjects of debate. As Sons of Confederate Veterans we now know the truth and are obligated to pass down
our glorious Southern heritage to our children and grand children.
Only then will our Southern culture and way of life survive.
Don’t you be the one to surrender and lower the battle flag .

Standing up for Dixie,
Don R. Bentley
Adjutant/Treasurer

Northern men volunteered to put down the rebellion of southern
states and bind the nation back together. Some felt that the
Southerners had rebelled without good cause and had to be
taught a lesson. Some also felt that slavery was an evil. So, 'after'
the war started, Lincoln used the war as justification to abolish
slavery. No one knew how terrible war really was and how hard
life as a soldier could be. They did not have television or radio to
communicate the terrible things that could happen. Politicians did
not communicate either, which was one of the main reasons for
the war and misunderstandings between North and South. The
armies were raised and marched off to war.
It was only after many battles and many lives were lost that the
American people realized how horrible war really was. The soldiers communicated with their families and loved ones and told
them of the hardships they endured and terrible scenes they had
witnessed.
Who was to blame for the War of Northern Aggression?
Some blamed the South because it had left the United States,
while others blamed President Lincoln because he had invaded
the South with large armies. The fighting of the American War of
Northern Aggression would last four long years at a cost of
620,000 killed. In the end, however, the Northern states prevailed
- our country remained united, and the Federal government was
changed forever.

Above: Several years ago our camp celebrated Howdy’s
September 2nd birthday with this beautiful cake, punch and
lace tablecloth! Help us celebrate again at our September
meeting. See you there!
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Eric in Canton has supplied our Howdy Camp with flags for
many years. If you are needing a specialty flag, call him.

Pra ye r R equ e st s
* Chaplain Jim Day & wife, Teresa fighting cancer
* Quartermaster David Miller recuperating from neck surgery August 3rd
* Charles Sanders health reasons
* David “Stringbean” Lowry’s mother
* Aaron Freeman’s broken ankle and needs a job
* Annette Brown’s friend and wife in the loss of their baby
*All police departments and their families
* Our country, upcoming elections, our camp

Just as a reminder, our
Second Monday Camp Meeting
is published in the Athens Daily Review
in its Community Calendar each day for
the week prior to our meeting!

Howdy Martin Camp meetings are on the
Second Monday of each month.
We meet at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym in Athens on the
corner of Hwy 175 East and Crestway Drive. Notice of our camp
meetings may be found listed in the Athens Review Newspaper in
the Community Calendar section.
Meetings begin at 6:30pm with a pot luck dinner furnished by
members followed by a short historical program. Guests are
welcome and you may bring your family.

_________________________________________________
WELCOME TO THIS MONTH’S ISSUE OF THE
Major W H Howdy Martin SCV Camp1241
HOWDY HERALD NEWSLETTER
It is our goal to share the news of all members of our camp in such
a way that this newsletter and all that follow will honor and pay
respect to all past and present family of our great Southern States.
Members are encouraged to bring to our camp meetings articles for
submission to this publication. The deadline for entries is the
Monday following our regular 2nd Monday camp meeting.
Jim Day, Editor/ Chaplain
7751 CR 3713, Athens, TX 75752
903-681-5313
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This Chaplain’s Message is dedicated in memory of Brother Len Patterson for his years of service to his Lord and to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans. Our Camp #1241 has been honored to receive permission from Ms Patterson to reprint Brother Len’s
messages that were written from his heart to share his testimony of salvation through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

Stonewall's Last Command

10-16-2011

Brothers and fellow Compatriots, we are all aware of the sad event at Chancellorsville during the spring of
1863. One of the greatest heroes of the Confederacy, General T. J. "Stonewall" Jackson was severely wounded, and
after having his left arm amputated, would later die. As he was being carried from the field, General Pender saw
Jackson, and after expressing concern for his wounds, said his men were in such confusion that he feared he would not
be able to stop the enemy. General Jackson, in a weak but determined voice instantly replied, "General Pender, you
must keep your men together, and hold your ground." This was Stonewall's last command. (Ref. The Great Revival in
the Southern Armies pg. 291)
Today, we are also at war. But, it is not a war we started or wanted any more than our Confederate forefathers
did. They fought because they were being attacked, just as we must fight because we are being attacked. And, just like
the Yankees 150 years ago, those who attack us will not be satisfied until our Southern heritage and the memory and
honor of our fine Confederate history is totally destroyed. We cannot afford complacency. Our just and worthy Cause is
under attack by unrighteous foes. We are being oppressed and ridiculed by those who fear us and resent our proud
Southern heritage. We are being opposed by forces of darkness who will stop at nothing to stamp out the memory and
honor due our brave Confederate ancestors.
There are those who would deliberately and maliciously take from us what is rightfully ours. They would steal
away our fine Southern heritage. They would loot and pillage the pride we have in our Confederate ancestors. They
would empty us of our history and leave us with a legacy of shame and in a condition of disgrace. They are in fact assaulting our land and all we hold dear.
Being Southerners and more particularly descendants of the Confederacy is our birthright, and something to be
militantly proud of. We must draw a line in the sand and stand defiantly in defense of our proud Confederate history
and those who lived it, and passed it on to us. But, unfortunately, many Southerners, Like Esau in Genesis 25: 27-34,
are willing to trade their birthright for a bowl of pottage. They seem more concerned with the comforts, pleasures, and
tasks of today. They seem to say, as Esau did in verse 32, "What profit shall this birthright do to me?" They are being
robbed of their past and don't seem to care.
Ours is a history of respect, dignity, and concern for our fellow human beings, and I believe the Lord is on our
side. The Scripture says, in Isaiah 41: 11, "Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish."
Then in the next two verses, "They that war against thee shall be as nothing,
and a thing of nought. For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying
unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee."
As members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, we need to unite as
Confederate Brothers and resolve to place our faith and trust in Almighty God
and seek His guidance. We must also follow our elected SCV leaders, as our
forefathers followed Generals Lee and Jackson. In so doing, we will defeat
those who seek our destruction, accomplish the task set before us, and fulfill
the mission with which we are charged.
I'm sure General Pender heeded Jackson's words and Chancellorsville
was a Confederate victory. Let us do the same today. Let us be mindful of
Stonewall's last command.
Let us, as the historic Sons of Confederate Veterans, pull together and
hold our ground.

Bro Len speaks at the Confederate Veteran’s Memorial Plaza Dedication
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William Harrison Martin
“Old Howdy”
Bill Martin, Attorney
State Senator
Captain Co. K 4th TX Inf, CSA
Major, 4th Texas, CSA
District Attorney
U.S. Congressman, Texas
Husband, Father, Grandfather
Great Grandfather

Above: Howdy’s Grave, Hillsboro
City Cemetery, Hillsboro, TX.
Right: Howdy’s Marker is located in
Athens on Hwy 19 South in the
Confederate Park.

Camp Officers 2016

Above: Major W. H. Howdy Martin

Commander — Jimmy Abney
1st Lt Commander — Ron Freeman
2nd Lt Commander—Jim Ogburn, MD
3rd Lt Commander— Luke Freeman
Adjutant/Treasurer — Don R. Bentley
Chaplain— Jim Day
Color Sgt — Terry Teems
Sgt at Arms —Gaylon Patterson
Quartermaster — David Miller
Webmaster— Michael Burton
Historian— Luke Freeman
Aide de Camp — Jesse Giles
Surgeon — Aaron Freeman

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a genealogical-historical non-profit organization
dedicated to preserving the history and honoring the memory of our Confederate
ancestors. Opinions expressed by individual writers of the Howdy Herald Newsletter are
their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans Howdy Martin Camp #1241 Athens, TX.

