Major W.H. “Howdy” Martin Camp #1241
SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS Athens, Texas
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William Harrison “Howdy” Martin
1823-1898

THE CHARGE TO THE
SONS OF CONFEDERATE
VETERANS

“To you, Sons of
Confederate Veterans,
we submit the vindication of
the Cause for which we
fought, to your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate soldier’s good
name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his
virtues, the perpetuation of
those principles he loved and
which made him glorious and
which you also cherish. Remember it is your duty to see
that the true history of the
South is presented to future
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee
General Commander
United Confederate Veterans

April 25, 1906

In 1861 during the War Between the States, William Harrison Martin enlisted in the
Confederate Army and served in Company K of the 4th Texas Infantry that was assigned to
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Martin gained his
nickname because of his refusal to salute superior officers.
Instead, he would politely tip his hat and say “howdy.”
According to the Texas Historical Commission, Howdy
Martin fought in the Eastern theater of operations in all of
the fighting. After the signing of the surrender terms at
Appomattox, Major Martin and Captain W. T. Hill led the
remaining members of Hood’s Texas Brigade back to the
Lone Star State.
He was born September 2, 1823, in Twiggs County,
Georgia, to Benjamin and Charlotte Martin. His early
schooling was in Alabama where he was later admitted to
the Bar. In 1850 he moved to Athens, Texas, and started a
law practice in Henderson County. He proudly represented
Freestone, Limestone, Henderson, and Navarro counties
from 1853 to 1858 in the Texas Senate. Answering the call
to defend his beloved South, he raised a company of volunteers that became a part of Hood’s Texas Brigade. In April, 1864, he was promoted from
captain to major. After the war, Martin was elected district attorney. He married Martha E.
Gallimore of Navarro County and the couple had seven children. He was later elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives in 1887 and served in the 50th and 51st Congresses 1887-1891
before retiring again to his farm near Athens.
Howdy Martin was a member of the Hill County Camp of Confederate Veterans when he
died at his final home in Hill County on February 5, 1898. A lawyer, a Confederate officer who
served the entire Civil War and a congressman, at 76 years old Major Howdy Martin was buried
at the Hillsboro City Cemetery.
Read more about Howdy Martin’s life, family and career on our camp website.
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Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.
General Robert E. Lee
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Spotlight on Our Camp
1. Our July 11, 2016 SCV Camp Meeting was held at the Calvary
Baptist Church Gym with Commander Jimmy Abney presiding.
2. Quartermaster David Miller led the pledges and salutes to the
flags and reading of the Charge to the SCV.
3. Compatriot Bob Lynch gave the invocation and blessing for the
food. We had 24 guests and members present to enjoy our good
ol’ summer-time menu of sandwiches, pizza, fried chicken with
side dishes of salads, watermelon and ice cream. As last month,
everyone seemed to enjoy their meal.
4. Cmdr Abney introduced our guest speaker, Jimmy Moore of
Longview. His presentation entitled “Edged Weapons” was both
informative and very interesting. He displayed his collection of
Commander Jimmy Abney on left stands
dozens of knives and swords and shared with us something special
with one of the many swords from the collecabout them. Afterwards he encouraged us to hold them and ask
tion of our guest speaker Jimmy Moore.
questions. This was his second time to bring to us a superlative
historical program and the Howdy Camp was very impressed and
thanked him for sharing his love of history with us.
Thank you again, Jimmy.
5. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley read the minutes of the June meeting as well as the financial report.
Both were approved as presented by the membership present. He also commented that everyone should
have received their notice of annual membership dues that must be received before November 1st.
6. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley proposed our July menu theme to be Mexican food. He passed around
a sign-up list. It was well received by those present.
7. Cmdr Abney shared Chaplain Day’s gratitude for the love offering recently sent to him. Chaplain Day
thanked everyone and told them their generous gift was a big surprise and will definitely be used to pay
expenses during his recent two week hospital stay.
8. Comdr Abney reminded everyone of our National SCV Convention to be held in Richardson on July
14th – 16th. Please tell him if you would like to volunteer to help in any way.
9. It was brought to our attention that Compatriot Justin Horn wants to go to the Sam Davis Youth Camp
and needs help with the registration fee. Motion was made and seconded to give him half of the fee
that needs to be sent in by July 14th. Justin said he was very much appreciative.
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10. Our camp turned out in good numbers at the recent weekend Gun Show at the Athens Cain Center.
Applications were handed out and visitors were greeted by Commander Jimmy Abney, 2nd Lt Commander Jim Ogburn, Color Sergeant Terry Teems, Advisor Jan Giles, and Aide de Camp Jesse
Giles, 1st Lt Commander Ron Freeman and wife Advisor Bunny Freeman. Bunny and Jan took
their laptops to help anyone research their Southern ancestors in hopes of recruiting new members.
11. Cmdr Abney presented to 2nd Lt Cmdr Jim Ogburn and Chaplain Jim Day Gold Cross Award
Medals and Certificates for their continued outstanding service to our camp.

Above: Cmdr Jimmy Abney presents Gold Cross Award Medals
and Certificates for Outstanding service to our camp to 2nd Lt Cmdr
Jim Ogburn on the left and to Chaplain Jim Day on the right.

Above: Advisor Bunny Freeman presents
to Chaplain Jim Day a personalized Camp
1241 Patch.

12. Advisor Bunny Freeman presented to Chaplain Day a very nice Camp 1241 Patch for his vest. She
tricked him by pretending to collect donations for it beginning at $0.01. Everyone got a good laugh
and Jim truly appreciated her giving him this very nice patch. Plans are to find a source to make more
of the patches for all members of the camp at an affordable price.
13. Prayer List: Chaplain Jim Day and wife in Jim’s fight against cancer
Quartermaster David Miller upcoming neck surgery on August 3rd
Charles Sanders health issues
Annette Brown’s friend Kathy is home after being in the hospital 7 months
3rd Lt Cmdr Luke Freeman has a friend whose Mother is ill
All Police Departments and their families
Our SCV National Convention in Richardson
14. Meeting adjourned and Compatriot Bob Lynch prayed the benediction and led our camp in singing
“Dixie”.
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A t h en s C i t y C eme t e ry C o nf ed er at e V et e ra n s H o n or ed in Recognition of
April, 2016 Confederate History Month
We continue to pay our respects and wish to honor to our CSA Veterans

Editor’s Note: It is my hope that this page in your Howdy Herald Newsletter will be filled each month with pictures or lists of CSA Veterans who
are honored by SCV Compatriots as Guardians or placing of Battle Flags. Please email me all of the CSA Veterans you have honored.
As Commander Abney said, our Camp has Battle Flags and First National Flags and Howdy Camp Flag Pipes for your use to respectfully give
our CSA Veterans the attention and honor they deserve.

4

MAJOR

W.H.

“HOWDY”

MARTIN

CAMP

#1241

PAGE

Athens Cain Center Gun Show
July 9-10, 2016

Above from left: Ron Freeman, Terry Teems,
Jesse Giles
Sitting from left: Jan Giles, Commander Jimmy
Abney, and Jim Ogburn.

Right:
Aide de Camp Jesse Giles
Photos by Bunny Freeman
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From the Commander
Greetings,
I would like to begin this report by shouting out my appreciation
once again to every member who attends our monthly camp meetings.
Being together for a time of fellowship, dining and learning about our
southern history binds us together. Attendance steadfastly numbers two
dozen plus and I’ve noticed we stay late because we enjoy ourselves and
some of us regularly clean up! I learn something during our programs
each month and at my age you would think I should know my history!
The secret is hands on! When our speakers share their very nice, large
collections, my interest is automatically turned on and I’m ready to learn.
If you are reading this and don’t know what I’m talking about, that means
you are missing out. Look at our newsletters as the pictures tell it like it is!
Our camp knows how to put together a nice menu and good food just puts
Commander Jimmy Abney
everyone in a good mood. See you at the August meeting!
Next month I also have high expectations to bring back exciting and great news from the National
Convention in Richardson. I have registered and hope you have also. Let’s all go and support our brothers
in Tyler who are hosting this great opportunity to show off all of our Texas SCV Camps! Compatriots
across the nation will forever remember the year they traveled to Nationals in the Lone Star State.
On a serious and very sad note, I want to sincerely ask you to pray for our nation. We are hurting
to the point of breaking to pieces. Senseless murders of our law enforcement officers has got to be
brought under control. The national election has points of controversy just at a time when we need to
show the world that American Citizens Stand United. Please do not think as just one person you can’t
make a difference. I ask you to research this upcoming elections and vote your conscience. Yes, every
vote does count. And I ask you to pray. Pray that the dreams and convictions that founded our country to
once again be upheld in our laws and in our courts. Pray each and every day for peace, please!
Your commander,
Jimmy Abney
“Keep the flag flying!”

“Howdy’s Flag” is framed
and is proudly displayed at the
Henderson County Historical
Museum located at
217 North Prairieville Street in
Athens. At the August Camp
meeting, members voted their
approval to special order a
reproduction of the flag
for use at various
Howdy Martin Camp events.
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Adjutant/Treasurer Don R. Bentley

As

a relatively new compatriot of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans, I was getting a hodgepodge of
information on the Confederate flag.
Soooooo, I did some research and found out there
were myths about her that weren’t really correct. Here are
the top three that my research revealed.

MYTH: The Confederate
Battle Flag is known as the
“Stars & Bars”
FACT: A common misconception. The First
National Confederate Flag is correctly known as the
“Stars & Bars.” The Confederate Battle Flag is known as
the “Southern Cross.”
It is true in a literal historical sense that the term
“Stars and Bars” properly applies only to the first
Confederate national flag and not to the much more
familiar Confederate battle flag. But insisting on that
nomenclature is like arguing that the lowest denomination
of U.S. coinage should properly be called a “one-cent
piece” and not a “penny” — some linguistic usages have
become so entrenched in American culture over a long
period of time that those who maintain those usages are
wrong are now the outliers.

MYTH: The Confederate
Battle Flag represented the
Southern Nation.
FACT: Not true. While the Southern Battle flag was
carried into battle, the Southern Nation had three different
National flags during the course of the war.





The First National flag was changed due to a
resemblance of the US flag.
The Second National flag was subsequently
modified due to the similarity to a flag of truce.
The Third National flag was the adopted flag of
the Confederacy.

The Confederate Battle Flag
was never a National Flag of the
Confederacy. It was carried into
battle by several armies such as
the Army of Northern Virginia
and the Army of Tennessee. It
was also used as a Naval Jack by
the Confederate Navy.
Do n R . B e n t l e y
Here we come to an entry
that might properly be characterized as “technically true yet
misleading.” Yes, all of the statements above are correct: the
Confederate battle flag was never officially the national flag
of the Confederate States of America; in that specific form it
represented military entities and not the civil government.
Nonetheless, by the mid-point of the War of Northern
Aggression the Southern Cross design had become so wellknown and popular that it was incorporated as an element of a
new Confederate national flag, and it was widely recognized
at the time by the citizens of the Confederacy as a symbol of
their nation and cause.

MYTH: The Conf ed er ate
Battle Flag represents racism
today.
FACT: The Confederate Battle Flag today finds itself in
the center of much controversy and hoopla going on in several
states. The cry to take this flag down is unjustified. It is very
important to keep in mind that the Confederate Battle Flag
was simply just that. A battle flag. It was never even a
National flag, so how could it have flown over a slave nation
or represented slavery or racism? This myth is continued by
lack of education and ignorance. Those that vilify the
Confederate Battle Flag are very confused about history and
have jumped upon a bandwagon with loose wheels.
Now we move into an area of deliberate obfuscation: The
fact that the Confederate battle flag was never the official
national flag of the Confederacy is a technical historical
aspect which is of little importance today — that flag was
nevertheless used by officially sanctioned Army and Navy
units that fought in the service of the Confederate government, its Southern Cross design was incorporated into the
Confederate national flag, and that banner was popularly
recognized and regarded at the time as a symbol of the
Confederate nation by the people who lived there.
Standing for Dixie,
Don R. Bentley
Adjutant/Treasurer
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J u l y M e e t i ng G u e s t S p e a k e r … . . . …

…. J immy Mo o re, Lo n g view

Historian and Artifact Collector Jimmy Moore of
Longview easily kept the attention of guests and members at our July meeting. He brought numerous swords
and knives that are just a part of his personal collection.
In addition, Moore was able to describe each piece and
add to that how and why soldiers used it during conflicts.
After a very interesting presentation, Moore invited
members and guests to look over his display as he
answered questions.
Thank you Jimmy Moore for sharing your knowledge,
years of experiences, and your wonderful collection.
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Tr u e C o n f e d e r a t e H i s t o r i c a l F a c t s
Don R. Bentley

It should come as no surprise that you were taught
in school that ONLY white folks were slave owners.
Guess what…..we were taught wrong.
The following article by Henry Louis Gates Jr., in The
Root, March 4, 2013, lays out the “True Historical Confederate
Facts”. I added the photo’s from my research. Here it is:
One of the most vexing questions in African-American
history is whether free African Americans themselves owned
slaves. The short answer to this question, as you might suspect,
is yes, of course; some free black people in this country bought
and sold other black people, and did so at least since 1654,
continuing to do so right through the Civil War (War of Northern
Aggression). For me, the really fascinating questions about black
slave-owning are how many black “masters” were involved, how
many slaves did they own and why did they own slaves?
The answers to these questions are complex, and
historians have been arguing for some time over whether free
blacks purchased family members as slaves in order to protect
them—motivated, on the one hand, by benevolence and
philanthropy, as historian Carter G. Woodson put it, or whether,
on the other hand, they purchased other black people “as an act
of exploitation,” primarily to exploit their free labor for
profit, just as white slave owners did. The evidence shows
that, unfortunately, both things are true.
In a fascinating essay reviewing this controversy,
R. Halliburton shows that free black people have owned slaves
“in each of the thirteen original states and later in every state that
countenanced slavery,” at least since Anthony Johnson and his
wife Mary went to court in Virginia in 1654 to obtain the services
of their indentured servant, a black man, John Castor, for life.
And for a time, free black people could even “own”
the services of white indentured servants in Virginia as well.
Free blacks owned slaves in Boston by 1724 and in Connecticut
by 1783; by 1790, 48 black people in Maryland owned 143
slaves. One particularly notorious black Maryland farmer
named Nat Butler “regularly purchased and sold Negroes for
the Southern trade,” Halliburton wrote.
Perhaps the most insidious or desperate attempt to defend the right of black people to own slaves was the statement
made on the eve of the Civil War (War of Northern Aggression)
by a group of free people of color in New Orleans, offering their
services to the Confederacy, in part because they were fearful for
their own enslavement:

“The free colored population [native] of Louisiana … own
slaves, and they are dearly attached to their native land … and they
are ready to shed their blood for her defense. They have no sympathy
for abolitionism; no love for the North, but they have plenty for
Louisiana … They will fight for her in 1861 as they fought [to
defend New Orleans from the British] in 1814-1815.”
These guys were, to put it bluntly, opportunists par
excellence: As Noah Andre Trudeau and James G. Hollandsworth
Jr. explain, once the war broke out, some of these same black men
formed 14 companies of a militia composed of 440 men and were
organized by the governor in May 1861 into “the Native Guards,
Louisiana,” swearing to fight to defend the Confederacy. Although
given no combat role, the Guards—reaching a peak of 1,000
volunteers—became the first Civil War (War of Northern
Aggression) unit to appoint black officers.
When New Orleans fell in late April 1862 to the Union,
about 10 percent of these men, not missing a beat, now formed the
Native Guard/Corps d’Afrique to defend the Union.
So what do the actual numbers of black slave owners and
their slaves tell us? In 1830, the year most carefully studied by Carter
G. Woodson, about 13.7 percent (319,599) of the black population
was free. Of these, 3,776 free Negroes owned 12,907 slaves, out of
a total of 2,009,043 slaves owned in the entire United States, so the
numbers of slaves owned by black people over all was quite small by
comparison with the number owned by white people.
So why did these free black people own these slaves?
It is reasonable to assume that the 42 percent of the free
black slave owners who owned just one slave probably owned a
family member to protect that person, as did many of the other black
slave owners who owned only slightly larger numbers of slaves.
Halliburton concludes, after examining the evidence, that
“it would be a serious mistake to automatically assume that free
blacks owned their spouse or children only for benevolent purposes.”
In other words, most black slave owners probably owned family
members to protect them, but far too many turned to slavery to
exploit the labor of other black people for profit.
If we were compiling a “Rogues Gallery of Black History,”
the following free black slaveholders would be in it:

MAJOR

W.H.

“HOWDY”

MARTIN

CAMP

#1241

PAGE

10

Tr u e C o n f e d e r a t e H i s t o r i c a l F a c t s
continued

Carruthers Stanly—born a slave in Craven
County, N.C., the son of an Igbo mother
and her master, John Wright Stanly—became
an extraordinarily successful barber and
speculator in real estate in New Bern.
As Loren Schweninger points out in Black
Property Owners in the South, 1790-1915,
by the early 1820s, Stanly owned three
plantations and 163 slaves, and even hired
three white overseers to manage his property! He fathered six
children with a slave woman named Kitty, and he eventually
freed them. Stanly lost his estate when a loan for $14,962 he had
co-signed with his white half brother, John, came due. After his
brother’s stroke, the loan was Stanly’s sole responsibility, and he
was unable to pay it.

Antoine Dubuclet and his wife Claire Pollard
owned more than 70 slaves in Iberville
Parish when they married. According
to Thomas Clarkin, by 1864, in the midst of
the Civil War (War of Northern Aggression),
they owned 100 slaves, worth $94,700.
During Reconstruction, he became the state’s
first black treasurer, serving between 1868
and 1878.

Andrew Durnford was a sugar planter and a
physician who owned the St. Rosalie
plantation, 33 miles south of New Orleans.
In the late 1820s, David O. Whitten tells us,
he paid $7,000 for seven male slaves, five
females and two children. He traveled all the
way to Virginia in the 1830s and purchased
24 more. Eventually, he would own 77
slaves. When a fellow Creole slave owner
liberated 85 of his slaves and shipped them
off to Liberia, Durnford commented that he couldn’t do that,
because “self interest is too strongly rooted in the bosom of all
that breathes the American atmosphere.”
Most of us will find the news that some black people
bought and sold other black people for profit quite distressing, as

well we should. But given the long history of class divisions in the
black community, which Martin R. Delany as early as the 1850s
described as “a nation within a nation,” and given the role of African
elites in the long history of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade, perhaps
we should not be surprised that we can find examples throughout
black history of just about every sort of human behavior, from the
most noble to the most heinous, that we find in any other people’s
history.

The good news, scholars agree, is that by 1860 the number
of free blacks owning slaves had markedly decreased from 1830.
In fact, Loren Schweninger concludes that by the eve of the Civil
War (War of Northern Aggression), “the phenomenon of free blacks
owning slaves had nearly disappeared” in the Upper South, even if
it had not in places such as Louisiana in the Lower South.
Now you know the “True Confederate Historical Facts”. It
seems that “greed” comes in all colors.

Standing Up for Dixie,
Don R. Bentley
Adjutant/Treasurer
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Eric in Canton has supplied our Howdy Camp with flags for
many years. If you are needing a specialty flag, call him.

Pr a y er R eq u es ts
* Chaplain Jim Day & wife, Teresa Fighting Cancer
* Quartermaster David Miller neck surgery August 3rd
* Charles Sanders health reasons
* Pray for the July SCV Nationals in Richardson
* Pray for 3rd Lt Cmdr Luke Freeman’s friend, Laura, and her mother
*Christianity, our nation, our Southern Heritage

* Pray for all Police Departments & families
* Praise—Annette’s friend is home after 7 months in hospital!

Just as a reminder, our
Second Monday Camp Meeting
is published in the Athens Daily Review
in its Community Calendar each day for
the week prior to our meeting!

Howdy Martin Camp meetings are on the
Second Monday of each month.
We meet at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym in Athens on the
corner of Hwy 175 East and Crestway Drive. Notice of our camp
meetings may be found listed in the Athens Review Newspaper in
the Community Calendar section.
Meetings begin at 6:30pm with a pot luck dinner furnished by
members followed by a short historical program. Guests are
welcome and you may bring your family.

_________________________________________________
WELCOME TO THIS MONTH’S ISSUE OF THE
Major W H Howdy Martin SCV Camp1241
HOWDY HERALD NEWSLETTER
It is our goal to share the news of all members of our camp in such
a way that this newsletter and all that follow will honor and pay
respect to all past and present family of our great Southern States.
Members are encouraged to bring to our camp meetings articles for
submission to this publication. The deadline for entries is the
Monday following our regular 2nd Monday camp meeting.
Jim Day, Editor/ Chaplain
7751 CR 3713, Athens, TX 75752
903-681-5313
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This Chaplain’s Message is dedicated in memory of Brother Len Patterson for his years of service to his Lord and to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans. Our Camp #1241 has been honored to receive permission from Ms Patterson to reprint Brother Len’s
messages that were written from his heart to share his testimony of salvation through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

Closet Confederates!

10-09-2013

The other day my wife used my truck to pick up a purchase that was too big for her car. The
men who loaded the box noticed the SCV logo on the back window, and the sign below it that
says, " I'm the proud descendant of a brave Confederate soldier." They thought it was "great."
Especially as my wife explained that her husband was a member of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans.
This has happened to her before, and to me all the time. The responses and reactions have all
been positive. They may not display an image of the Battle Flag or other Confederate symbols,
and they may never join the SCV, but they do have inner sympathy for the Confederacy. Often,
they will proudly state that they too have Confederate ancestors. These "Sons of the South" may
be called Closet Confederates.
As a Christian, I have often been met with sarcasm and ridicule when I proudly state that I'm
a saved Saint in Christ and I love the Lord. Perhaps that is why so few Christians will speak for
God outside the walls of the church. We might call them Closet Christians. In writing to the
Church at Rome, the Apostle Paul said, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:" (Rom.
1:16a) The result of Paul's boldness was the founding of numerous churches and the salvation of
thousands of souls. He knew where he stood, and what he stood for.
I personally believe there are hundreds of thousands, and probably millions, of Closet
Confederates who would like to hear about the SCV. They'd like to know who we are, what we
do, and what we stand for. They may join our ranks, but even if they don't, they will be glad to
know that we are defending the Southern Cause and the honor of our (and their) Confederate
forefathers. They also need to know that if they come out of the "Closet" and proclaim pride in
their Southern heritage, they will not be alone.
For over a hundred an fifteen years, the Sons of Confederate
Veterans have known where they stand and what they stand for.
We have upheld the honor of the South and boldly proclaimed
pride in our heritage. We are not ashamed of our Confederate
fathers. To the contrary, we are honored to be their descendents. Indeed, we are privileged to be the Sons of Confederate
Veterans.
It is my prayer that every Christian would boldly proclaim
his love for Jesus Christ our Lord, who died that we might
have life, and that every member of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans would proudly stand up for his Southern heritage and
honorable Confederate forefathers.
Bro Len speaks at the Confederate Veteran’s Memorial Plaza Dedication
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William Harrison Martin
“Old Howdy”
Bill Martin, Attorney
State Senator
Captain Co. K 4th TX Inf, CSA
Major, 4th Texas, CSA
District Attorney
U.S. Congressman, Texas
Husband, Father, Grandfather
Great Grandfather

Above: Howdy’s Grave, Hillsboro
City Cemetery, Hillsboro, TX.
Right: Howdy’s Marker is located in
Athens on Hwy 19 South in the
Confederate Park.

Camp Officers 2016

Above: Major W. H. Howdy Martin

Commander — Jimmy Abney
1st Lt Commander — Ron Freeman
2nd Lt Commander—Jim Ogburn, MD
3rd Lt Commander— Luke Freeman
Adjutant/Treasurer — Don R. Bentley
Chaplain— Jim Day
Color Sgt — Terry Teems
Sgt at Arms —Gaylon Patterson
Quartermaster — David Miller
Webmaster— Michael Burton
Historian— Luke Freeman
Aide de Camp — Jesse Giles
Surgeon — Aaron Freeman

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a genealogical-historical non-profit organization
dedicated to preserving the history and honoring the memory of our Confederate
ancestors. Opinions expressed by individual writers of the Howdy Herald Newsletter are
their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans Howdy Martin Camp #1241 Athens, TX.

