
 
ñTo you, Sons of  

Confederate Veterans,  

we submit the vindication of 

the Cause for which we 

fought, to your strength will 

be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldierôs good 

name, the guardianship of his 

history, the emulation of his 

virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles he loved and 

which made him glorious and 

which you also cherish. Re-

member it is your duty to see 

that the true history of the 

South is  presented to future  

generations.ò 
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J U N E  2 0 1 5  H O W D Y  H E R A L D        

THE CHARGE TO THE  

 

SONS OF CONFEDERATE 

 

VETERANS 

Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         General Robert E. Lee 



 

 

 

 

 

1. Our June 8th SCV Howdy Martin Camp Meeting was held at the   

Calvary Baptist Church Gym with Commander Jimmy Abney        

presiding. After recognizing our guests, Compatriot Don Bentley  

was asked to give the blessing for our dinner. 

 

2. Quartermaster Dale Sifford led the pledges to the flags and the   

reading of The Charge. We had 32 guests and members  present. 

 

3. Cmdr Abney introduced our guest speaker ñMuddy Watersò who 

gave an interesting presentation and display regarding weapons used 

in the ñWar Between the States.ò His display included knives, rifles, 

pistols and assorted weaponry used in the conflict.  

 

4.   Compatriot Don Bentley read the minutes from the May meeting 

which were approved as read. 

 

5.  Adjutant/Treasurer Dr Jim Ogburn read the financial report. He      

reported that Calvary Baptist Church rental of the facility was paid   

up to August, 2015. Acceptance of his report was motioned, seconded 

and approved as reported.  

  

6.   Cmdr Abney presented a certificate and a medal from the General 

Headquarters in Columbia, TN to 

Mrs. Jan Giles for her continued 

outstanding work and assistance provided to our camp.  

 

7.   Cmdr Abney reported that the Howdy Martin Camp 

received the ñFour Star Camp Awardò for the 

second year in a row. 
 

8.    Cmdr Abney reported that our ñHowdy Herald Newsletterò 

received the SCV third place award in the State of  

Texas. This announcement was also made at the Temple SCV 2015 

Reunion. The camp unanimously voted to present the original award to 

Chaplain Day and wife Teresa for their outstanding work as editor of 

our newsletter. Cmdr Abney called them during the meeting to notify 

them of our decision and they were so appreciative. Adjutant/Treasurer 

Dr Jim Ogburn volunteered to obtain a copy for the camp records.  

 

9.   Cmdr Abney presented a camp membership certificate to our new  

members, Hody Potterfield and David Miller.  

 

 

 

P A G E  2  M A J O R  W . H .  ò H O W D Y ó  MA R T I N  C A M P  # 1 2 4 1  

 Spotl ight on Our Camp 

ñMuddy Watersò displayed his        

personal collection of weapons and  

artifacts of the War Between the 

States. 

Cmdr Abney presented a ñLadies 

Appreciation Awardò certificate and 

and medal to Mrs. Jan Giles. 



 . 

10. Cmdr Abney presented the ñGold Crossò certificate and medal to 1st Lt Cmdr Joseph Ables and Aide de Camp 

Jessie Giles.  Cmdr Abney received one as well. 

Adjutant/Treasurer Jim Ogburn received a  

ñSilver Crossò certificate and medal.  2nd Lt 

Cmdr Ron Freeman was presented a ñBronze 

Crossò certificate and medal.  

 

11. Cmdr Abney reported on the State SCV Reunion 

where he was elected 1st Lt Cmdr of the Eighth 

Brigade. The new 8th Brigade Cmdr is Dennis 

Brand and 2nd Lt Cmdr is Marc Robinson. He 

named  all of the new state officers whose names 

can be found on the SCV Texas website. 

 

12. Discussion was presented for delegates to attend 

the  National Convention in Richmond, VA to be 

held July 15-18th. Applications are available in 

the current SCV magazine. Cmdr Abney plans to 

go and would like another delegate to attend with 

him and share expenses. 

 

13. Cmdr Abney announced that the Texas Division 

Red Diamond Camp 2193 is hosting the Texas for 

Leadership Training on Saturday, August 1st in 

Texarkana, TX. The fee is $25 before July 18th and $35 after that date. Please see Cmdr Abney for more infor-

mation if you would like to attend.  

 

14.  Adjutant/Treasurer Dr Jim Ogburn asked to speak concern-

ing a clean-up day at the Arms Cemetery before Fatherôs 

Day. Our camp voted to be caretakers of this small cemetery 

that is the final resting place of Quartermaster Dale Siffordôs 

Confederate ancestor. He recommended Saturday, June 13th. 

Volunteers are needed and should please contact him for 

questions or directions to County Road 3800 which is about 

3 miles north of Murchison.   

 

15.   The Wreay Cemetery dedication is to be held on the third 

Saturday in September. Please make plans to attend. 

 

 

Left and Above: 32 Howdy 

Camp Members and 

Guests enjoy a wonderful 

pot luck dinner and good 

fellowship. 
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Right: L Freeman, Dr Ogburn, J Ables, J Giles and 

Cmdr Jimmy Abney are holding their certificates/

medals received for Outstanding Service in answer to 

The Charge. 



 . 

16.   Adjutant/Treasurer Dr Jim Ogburn discussed the possibility of establishing an Order of the Confederate Rose 

group whose purpose would be to assist the SCV in its historical, educational, benevolent and social functions. 

Several ladies already participate in Black Rose activities at our Howdy Camp memorials. 

 

17.   Two new camp members, Bryan Sifers, son of Steve, and Jim McCormick were given affirmative votes of   

approval for memberships. Three other prospective members are working on their membership applications.  

 

18.   Adjutant/Treasurer Dr Jim Ogburn suggested a book club. He recommended the reading of The South 

was Right  by brothers James Ronald Kennedy and Walter  Donald Kennedy as the first 

book for us to read and possibly later discuss. Don was our guest speaker some time ago and several traveled 

to hear him speak at the John H. Reagan SCV Camp 2156 in Palestine. 

 

19. Prayer requests were asked for Ron Freeman and also his mother, Jim Day, and Bunny Freemanôs mother for 

future surgery. We learned that Bob Gene Davidson passed away on June 7th. His funderal was June 10th in 

Tyler. Bob was the originator of the Annual Tyler Camp Ford Living History. He served on the board of the 

Camp Ford Historical Association.  

 

20.  Compatriot Don Bentley led the benediction and the singing of ñDixie.ò 
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Above left: Cmdr Abney presents new 

membership certificates to David Miller 

and Body Potterfield. 

 

Right:  FOUR STAR CAMP AWARD  

                     for     the second year in a row! 

Left: During our meeting 

Cmdr Abney called our 

Howdy Herald editor Jim 

Day and his wife to share 

with them some outstanding 

news. 


