Major W.H. “Howdy” Martin Camp #1241
SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS Athens, Texas
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William Harrison “Howdy” Martin
1823-1898

THE CHARGE TO THE
SONS OF CONFEDERATE
VETERANS

“To you, Sons of
Confederate Veterans,
we submit the vindication of
the Cause for which we
fought, to your strength will
be given the defense of the
Confederate soldier’s good
name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his
virtues, the perpetuation of
those principles he loved and
which made him glorious and
which you also cherish. Remember it is your duty to see
that the true history of the
South is presented to future
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee
General Commander
United Confederate Veterans

In 1861 during the War Between the States, William Harrison Martin enlisted in the
Confederate Army and served in Company K of the 4th Texas Infantry that was assigned to
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Martin gained his
nickname because of his refusal to salute superior officers.
Instead, he would politely tip his hat and say “howdy.”
According to the Texas Historical Commission, Howdy
Martin fought in the Eastern theater of operations in all of
the fighting. After the signing of the surrender terms at
Appomattox, Major Martin and Captain W. T. Hill led the
remaining members of Hood’s Texas Brigade back to the
Lone Star State.
He was born September 2, 1823, in Twiggs County,
Georgia, to Benjamin and Charlotte Martin. His early
schooling was in Alabama where he was later admitted to
the Bar. In 1850 he moved to Athens, Texas, and started a
law practice in Henderson County. He proudly represented
Freestone, Limestone, Henderson, and Navarro counties
from 1853 to 1858 in the Texas Senate. Answering the call
to defend his beloved South, he raised a company of volunteers that became a part of Hood’s Texas Brigade. In April, 1864, he was promoted from
captain to major. After the war, Martin was elected district attorney. He married Martha E.
Gallimore of Navarro County and the couple had seven children. He was later elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives in 1887 and served in the 50th and 51st Congresses 1887-1891
before retiring again to his farm near Athens.
Howdy Martin was a member of the Hill County Camp of Confederate Veterans when he
died at his final home in Hill County on February 5, 1898. A lawyer, a Confederate officer who
served the entire Civil War and a congressman, at 76 years old Major Howdy Martin was buried
at the Hillsboro City Cemetery.
Read more about Howdy Martin’s life, family and career on our camp website.
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Do your duty in all things. You cannot do more, you should never wish to do less.
General Robert E. Lee
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Spotlight on Our Camp
1. Our November 14, 2016 SCV Camp Meeting was held at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym with Commander Jimmy Abney
presiding.
2. Quartermaster David Miller led the pledges and salutes to the flags and reading of the Charge to the SCV.
3. Adjutant/Treasure Don Bentley gave the invocation and blessing for the food. We had 17 members and guests present to
enjoy our potluck dinner of turkey, dressing, ham and assorted desserts.. Everyone seemed to enjoy their meal.
4. Cmdr Abney introduced our guest speaker, Commander of the Trans-Mississippi Army, Johnnie Holley. His presentation
consisted of a summary of the Annual Reunion in Richardson, TX. He stated that there is a strong emphasis on recruiting and
Heritage Defense. He also spoke about the Confederate Museum at Elm Springs and the ground breaking of the new
headquarters. He told us of the Confederate background history on which the movie, “The Outlaw Josie Wales” was based on.
He presented a check for $100.00 for our participation at the National Reunion. He mentioned that a camp was in the process
of being established in Hawaii with several members already on board. He announced that the leadership training will be held
in Hooks, TX on February 25, 2017.
5. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley read the minutes of the October meeting as well as the financial report. The minutes and
financial report were approved as presented by the membership present.
6. Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley proposed a motion that our December Christmas party to be catered by Mrs. Abney at
$10.00 per person. A minimum of $350.00 was guaranteed. Motion was seconded an approved by membership present.
7. Cmdr Abney agreed to contact Athens City Manager about obtaining a Christmas parade permit if possible. Teresa Day
offered use of her truck and trailer for the event.
8. Quartermaster David Miller offered to have a camp Spring Picnic on his property. Arrangements to be discussed at future
meeting.
10. Suggestion was made that we all bring to our Christmas dinner, canned goods or donations for the local Athens food
pantry. Motion was made, seconded and carried to do so.
11. The following officers for our camp were nominated and approved by acclamation:
Commander – Terry Teems
Surgeon – Steve Sifers
Chaplain – Jim Abney
1st Lieutenant – Ron Freeman
Color Sergeant – Bryan Sifers
2st Lieutenant – Jim Ogburn
Historian – Gaylon Patterson
3st Lieutenant – Lucas Freeman
Aide-de-Camp – David Lowery
Adjutant/Treasurer – Don R. Bentley
Sergeant-at-Arms – James Buster Horn
Quartermaster – David Miller
12. Prayer List:
 Chaplain Jim Days family.
 Charles Sanders health issues
 Annette’s friend, illness
 All police department, military personnel, first responders, elected officials and our country's President-elect.
Christy Blunt, mother of Terri’s grandchildren.
13. Meeting adjourned and Adjutant/Treasurer Don Bentley prayed the benediction and led our camp in singing of “Dixie”.
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Adjutant/Treasurer Don R. Bentley

What has happened?
Our camp membership
has dropped from 48
members down to 26!
While I was trying to understand why, I ran across
D o n R . B e n t l ey the following article in the
Courier Journal, a part of
USA Today, written by reporter Phillip M. Bailey.
It reminded me of what can happen to the heritage and
true history of the Confederate States of America if we,
the Sons of Confederate Veterans, don’t support and remain active in our local camps. The reporter described the
contents of the time capsule thusly; “its treasure has

rottened in the ground.”

The Confederate monument was built on the campus of the
University of Louisville in 1985 - three decades after the Civil
War ended.

If we don’t support and remain active in our local camps that is exactly what will happen to our heritage
and history!
The article is as follows:
A confederate time capsule buried more than
100 years ago underneath a Civil War monument has been opened for the first time - but its
treasure has rotted in the ground.
Hidden inside the box were relics not seen
for 121 years since they were closed up in the
capsule and placed under the The Confederate
Monument on the University of Louisville campus in Kentucky.
Many of the items inside the brass box have
decayed over time or been entirely destroyed,
however experts were still able to determine
what they were.

There was a sketch of General Robert E. Lee, one of
Confederate President Jefferson Davis' cigars, Confederate currency, a bible, and memoirs written during the Civil
War inside the capsule, the Louisville Courier-Journal
reports.
Sarah Lindgren, the Public Art Administrator
for the Metro Louisville Archives and person who
was on hand when the capsule was opened, said it
was impossible to know what condition the items
were in when they were closed inside.
'It’s hard to say at this point whether the box
was sealed at all,' Lindgren told the CourierJournal.
'It certainly isn’t now and pieces are falling
apart.'
Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer tweeted about the
incredible opening, and shared photographs showing the
moment the capsule was pulled out of the ground where
the monument had been.
'We retrieved the time capsule from under the
Confederate Monument today; unfortunately water
infiltrated the brass box, destroyed contents,' Fischer tweeted, along with a set of pictures.
Fischer ordered the removal of the monument that
stood above the capsule. The statue was built in
1895 - three decades after the Civil War ended. A
cigar lit by Confederate President Jefferson Davvis. A scarf worn by one of his former secretaries.
A likeness of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.
Those were among the relics believed to be
unearthed Monday when construction crews found
a time capsule that had been buried under the
Confederate monument near the University of
Louisville for 121 years.

A Confederate time capsule buried more than 100 years ago underneath a Civil War monument has been opened for the first time
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Don R. Bentley
Adjutant/Treasurer
continued

But it's hard to tell. Much of the contents found in
the brass box aren't likely to have survived. The box,
which sat six inches beneath the memorial, was waterlogged and covered in mud.

An excellent time to re-instate or renew your
support and passion for the Southland would be at our
next meeting, December 12, 2016 at Calvary Baptist
Church, when we will have our annual Christmas party
catered for $10.00 per person.
Can our camp count on you to be there or will
you allow the South’s cause to be lost and forgotten?
It’s up to you!!

Standing up for Dixie,
There was a sketch of General Robert E. Lee, one of Confederate
President Jefferson Davis' cigars, Confederate currency, a bible,
and memoirs written during the Civil War inside the capsule

Don R. Bentley
Adjutant/Treasurer

The Courier-Journal reported the time capsule, in
May 1895, contained items associated with “the
South's great men and her lost cause."
Lindgren said the items reflect what people found
important back then.
Besides the cigar, scarf and likeness of Lee, the CJ
article said the time capsule was to contain Confederate soldier badges and colors; several thousands of
dollars in Confederate money; and a photograph of
Susan Hepburn, who led the fundraising campaign to
build the monument and was sister to a rebel general.
Lindgren said if any of the items are recoverable,
they will be donated to the Filson Historical Society
for a possible exhibit.
Did you catch what the Courier-Journal said about
what the capsule contained?
“The South's great men and her lost cause."
These Confederate men are still great! Here’s the
question I challenge you to answer, is the South’s
cause lost? It will end up like the contents of the time
capsule if you are unwilling to support and be active in
our local SCV camp.

Above: November,

2015 Howdy Camp Meeting
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Eric in Canton has supplied our Howdy Camp with flags for
many years. If you are needing a specialty flag, call him.

Pra ye r R equ e st s


Chaplain Jim Days family.



Charles Sanders health issues



Annette’s friend, illness



All police department, military personnel, first respond

ers, elected officials and our country's President-elect.

.
Just as a reminder, our
Second Monday Camp Meeting
is published in the Athens Daily Review
in its Community Calendar each day for
the week prior to our meeting!

Christy Blunt, mother of Terri’s grandchildren.
Howdy Martin Camp meetings are on the
Second Monday of each month.

We meet at the Calvary Baptist Church Gym in Athens on the
corner of Hwy 175 East and Crestway Drive. Notice of our camp
meetings may be found listed in the Athens Review Newspaper in
the Community Calendar section.
Meetings begin at 6:30pm with a pot luck dinner furnished by
members followed by a short historical program. Guests are
welcome and you may bring your family.

_________________________________________________
WELCOME TO THIS MONTH’S ISSUE OF THE
Major W H Howdy Martin SCV Camp1241
HOWDY HERALD NEWSLETTER
It is our goal to share the news of all members of our camp in such
a way that this newsletter and all that follow will honor and pay
respect to all past and present family of our great Southern States.
Members are encouraged to bring to our camp meetings articles for
submission to this publication. The deadline for entries is the
Monday following our regular 2nd Monday camp meeting.
T. Day, Friend of the SCV Camp 1241
7751 CR 3713, Athens, TX 75752
903-677-3910
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This Chaplain’s Message is dedicated in memory of Brother Len Patterson for his years of service to his Lord and to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans. Our Camp #1241 has been honored to receive permission from Ms Patterson to reprint Brother Len’s
messages that were written from his heart to share his testimony of salvation through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

The Power of God!

1-22-2012

Since the Lord saved me, about 40 years ago, I have always worn a small gold cross on my lapel, or in some circumstances on my shirt collar. I do this because I'm proud to be a Christian. I'm proud to be a servant of Jesus Christ, and
I'm proud of the empty cross signifying my risen and living Lord. The Apostle Paul writes, "For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is The Power of God." (1 Cor. 1:18)
I can't understand how anyone could have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and not want everyone to know
it. In writing to the Church in Rome, Paul says, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is The Power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth." (Rom. 1: 16) The Apostle Paul may have been called a lot of things, but
no one ever called him a sissy. He knew where he stood, and for almost two thousand years, so has everyone else.
I also wear my SCV pin. I do this because I'm proud to be a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. I'm proud of
my Southern heritage, and I'm especially proud of my brave Confederate forefathers, and the flag they fought under. I'm also proud of my SCV Brothers who share my love and concern for our Southern Cause, and work to preserve
our heritage and the honor of our Confederate veterans who so bravely fought the Union invaders.
I can't imagine a member of our Confederation not wanting to tell people about the SCV, or trying to recruit others to
serve with us. I can think of no reasonable excuse why so many Southerners have never even heard of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. People need to know who we are, what we do, and just exactly where we stand.
I believe, to be successful in our mission, the Sons of Confederate Veterans need to follow the example of the Apostle
Paul and the early Church, which ultimately captured the Roman world for Christ. This means doing four things. First,
we need to unite as one band of Brothers in our common Cause. The Bible tells us that the early church was, "all with
one accord," (Acts 1: 14 & 2: 1) and as a result, thousands were "saved." (Acts 2: 41)
Second, every member should be a crusader and recruiter for our Confederation. Again, the Bible tells us that the first
members of the Lord's Church talked to others about the Lord Jesus as they
traveled. (see Acts 11: 19, 20) The next verse says their efforts produced
"great numbers" of new church members.
Third, Like the Apostle Paul and the early church, we must seek the guidance,
strength, and blessings of God in our efforts. To do less means stagnation. To do less means failure. To do less means being neutralized. To do
less means not having the greatest asset for our success: The Power of God.
And forth, we must never be ashamed or timid about who we are, what we
stand for, or fearful of what some others may think. In the last letter of his
life, the Apostle Paul writes, "Be not thou ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord, nor of me His prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the
Gospel according to The Power of God."
May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless every member of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans as we seek to serve Him and our just and most worthy
Cause. Amen.
Bro Len speaks at the Confederate Veteran’s Memorial Plaza Dedication
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William Harrison Martin
“Old Howdy”
Bill Martin, Attorney
State Senator
Captain Co. K 4th TX Inf, CSA
Major, 4th Texas, CSA
District Attorney
U.S. Congressman, Texas
Husband, Father, Grandfather
Great Grandfather

Above: Howdy’s Grave, Hillsboro
City Cemetery, Hillsboro, TX.
Right: Howdy’s Marker is located in
Athens on Hwy 19 South in the
Confederate Park.

Camp Officers 2016

Above: Major W. H. Howdy Martin

Commander — Jimmy Abney
1st Lt Commander — Ron Freeman
2nd Lt Commander—Jim Ogburn, MD
3rd Lt Commander— Luke Freeman
Adjutant/Treasurer — Don R. Bentley
Chaplain— Jim Day
Color Sgt — Terry Teems
Sgt at Arms —Gaylon Patterson
Quartermaster — David Miller
Webmaster— Michael Burton
Historian— Luke Freeman
Aide de Camp — Jesse Giles
Surgeon — Aaron Freeman

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a genealogical-historical non-profit organization
dedicated to preserving the history and honoring the memory of our Confederate
ancestors. Opinions expressed by individual writers of the Howdy Herald Newsletter are
their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans Howdy Martin Camp #1241 Athens, TX.

